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Tnovents on Gopty Zea. 
(Concluded, from page 8.) 


We are, in the next place, to spe- 
cify some objects about which our 
zeal is to be exercised. We should 
be very zealous for the honour of 
God. In this, our zeal, when well 
directed, cannot exceed. A higher 
and better end we cannot propose 
to ourselves. ‘That God in all 
things may be glorified through Je- 
sus Christ, is the desire of every 
believer, and the scope of all his 
actions. If we love God in Christ 
supremely, we will be zealous that 
he be honoured by ourselves and 
others. Sound views of God lie at 
the root of all holy zeal; sound 
views of the Trinity, of thecounsels, 
perfections, and will of God ; oth- 
erwise we are zealous for we know 
not what. When we obtain the 
promised discoveries of God, then 


end. This is the single eye, that 
illuminates the whole body, andgives 
dignity and importance to the low- 
est action of life. Without this, ac- 
tions, however splendid in the eyes 
of men, and though materiaily agree- 
able to the revealed will of God, 
will be an abomination jn his sight. 
This principle flows from the deep- 
est self-denial, andin our most suc- 
cessful efforts to honour the Lord, 
constrains us to say, “ Not to us, not 
to us, but to thy name be the glory.” 
Our zealshould burn with an intense 
and unextinguished flame for such 
a glorious God, and for every thing. 
whereby he maketh himself known. 
Here, believer, put forth all your 
strength, and the oftener you burn, 
the more seraphic you will become. 
This fire will never die, and will in- 
crease when death has we 
every other kind of love. Put the 
crown on this gracious God, and re- 


we are jealous for each divine per- joice that though you may decrease 
son, and for the peculiar doctrinesof he will increase-—We should be 


religion, which are theglory of God, 
and our own life. se thing 


zealous for the salvation of men.— 
The glory of God and the happiness 


should be subordinated to this chief of men are so nearly connected, that 
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42 Thoughts on 


what promotes the one secures the 
other. How much is the honour of 
Jehovah advanced in the redemp- 
tion of sinners by Christ? Here 
God appears “ full orbed and com- 
plete.” Here isa glory that excel- 
Jeth all other glory. In this he 
abounds towards us in all wisdom 
and prudence. In this we contem- 
plate the utmost energy of his pow- 
er the greatest display of his love 
and mercy, the most awful manifes- 
tation of justice and holiness. In 
this, we see all his goodness passing 
before us; and should not we co- 
operate with God in this great sal- 
vat.o) ? Gad is the great efficient ; 
but this does not exclude, but en- 
courage the use of means. Using 
the means he has appointed with 
diligence, is altogether consistent 
with the most confident assurance 
that his blessing alone maketh rich. 
The doctrine of efficacious grace 
neither encourages presumption nor 
slackens evangelical efforts. When 
God blesses the means of salvation, 
the honour is reflected upon himself, 
and the instraments he employs 
have their honour: And what an 
honour is it to be employed in the 
conversion of sinners, and the edi- 
fication of the body of Christ ? Our 
zeal for the salvation of immortal 
souls should be constant and un- 
quenchable ; as an evidence we just- 
ly appreciate the value of souls, and 
reckon that, in being instrumental 
in saving one soul; we are more 
honoured than though we could 
communicate liberty, and all its at- 
tendant blessings, to the numerous 
millions who inhabit the globe! 
This should quicken us to prayer 
and confidence in the promises of 
God. anda desire to send the means 
of salvation to those who do not en- 
joy them - knowing that faith com- 
eth by hearing and that when God 
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Godly Zeal. 


designs the end he will not be 
wanting in the means. Our zeal 
isnot to be damped by our want 
of knowledge of the object to 
whom the means of grace shall be 
ultimately successful. With this 
we have nothing todo: This is the 
will of God, and not the rule of our 
duty. That watchman certainly 
deserves not the name, who sees a 
house in flames and yet uses no 
efforts to save it, from a foolish pre- 
tence, that pernaps God has decreed 
the destruction of its inhabitants ! 
Our hearts should leap at hearing 
of means used for the conversion of 
the heathen and others ; and we 
should, in simplicity use the means, 
and leave events to him that work- 
eth all things after the counsel of 
his will. 

Weare tobe zealous for truth.— 
We are to love the truth and the 
peace ; to buy the truth, and not to 
sellit. Nothing appears more val- 
uable to a believer than the truth 
of the gospel, and he uses all means 
that it may continue in the church. 
He contends, as in an agony, for the 
faith once delivered to the saints. 
He endeavours to receive, observe, 
keep pure and entire, all such reli- 
gious worship and ordinances as 
God has appointed in his word.— 
The distinction of truth into funda- 
mental and circumstantial is absurd, 
and was never made for the honour 
of truth, but to serve the views of a 
party, and to accommodate truth 
to the fluctuating taste of the world. 
“ ‘Teaching them to observe,”’ says 
Christ, “all things whatsoever I 
command you; and lol am with 
you always.” Truth, Lord: But 
may we not reply, The partizans of 
this opinion only teach fundamen- 
tals, and bury circumstantials, and 
fritter away the most obnoxious part 
oftruth to pleasemen! No; teach 
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them to observe@all things. “O 
Timothy, keep that which is com- 
mitted to thy trust.” But, Father 
Paui, might not Timothy rejoin, 
May I not keep only the most im- 
portant parts of truth, and give those 
which are circumstantial to the 
wind ? No: keep all the trust, as a 
sacred inviolable deposit. ‘Touch 
not, taste not, handle not, when the 
traitors of truth say, touch,taste, and 
handle. Avoid profane babblings, 
and oppositions of science, falsely 
so called. Bow not in the house 
of Rimmon. Keep thyself pure. 
We are not to surrender truth to 
please any body of men, or to serve 
any purpose. As well might the 
Greeks at Thermopyle have been 
ordered to sell their shields to the 
Persians, and bury their swords in 
the dust without striking a stroke, 
as bid Christain heroes abandon the 
cause of their God! When truth is 
opposed, then we should show our 
zeal. The cry then is, who is on 
the Lord’s side? Who? ‘Then, if 
ever the zeal of God’s house should 
eatusup. When truth falleth in 
the streets, when the enemy comes 
in like a flood, when the enemies of 
truth are bold and impertinent, and 
its professed friends deal witha slack 
hand ; then let the friends of truth, 
in their several stations, with their 
several talents, and as Providence 
directs, rush into the glorious con- 
test! Let them gu forth with their 
lives in their hands, and their heart 
inalltheir actions. Great is the truth, 
and it will prevail. The worthies 
of old, scorned’ to abandon a parcel 
of ground full of barley to the Phil- 
istines. They stood in the midst of 
it, and in every direction kept them 
off, 1 Chron. xi. 13, 14. So should 
we, in defence of all the truth; for 
itis all valuable. Let us resist the 
boar fromthe forest,which is rapidly 


43 


wasting the heritage of the Lord, 
and watch against the slow influence 
ofa detestable neutrality and ind f- 
ference. Let us oppose thaf'spirit 
of innovation by which thi sath 
and edification of the church are 
assaulted, and the niceties of a false 
philosophy are put in the place of 
the simple doctrines of the gospel. 
The old wine is better. We ought 

to be zealous of good works ; zeal- | 
ous for the honour and holiness of 
the law, and for the credit of reli- 
gioninthe world. Not only are we 
to be zealous for the peculiarities of 
our creed and profession, but we 
ought to pourtray the beauties of 
holiness in our every station. We 
are to have orthodox lives as well 
as orthodox sentiments. We are 
not, under the mask of a flaming 
zeal, to detain the truth in unright- 
eousness, but to show to all men, 
that by the faith we establish the 
law. Our zeal should burn at home 
against the corruptions of our own 
hearts, and we ought tu promote 
personal holiness and secret religion 
in all its branches, To burp in 
zeal before men, while we indulge 
any sin in our hearts, and omit the 
means of secret fellowship with 
God, is but acting a farce, which 
will end in our future shame. We 
should be zealous in our families, 
among our children and servants, 
and occasional visitants, and exert 
ourselves to make the favour of 
Christ’s knowledge known among 
them. How much might a zealous 
parent and master do under bis-roof, 
by divine grace, for the honour of 
God ? What divine satisfaction will 
spring in the breast; when we re- 
flect, that some have been conver- 
ted by our means ? When the con- 
quests of empires are forgotten, the 
gathering of sinners to Christ will 
be remembered. Our zeal should 
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operate in promoting the good of 
the neighbourhood where we dwell, 
and of the society of which we are 
members. One sinner destroys 
meng and one active member 
of the church is a great blessing te 
it. How much might a person do, 
if he is ahearty friend, to men’s best 
interests, even although he move in 
a humble sphere by a holy life, ear- 
nest prayer, seasonable advice, cir- 
culating good books, visiting the 
sick, encouraging the young to re- 
ligion, relieving men’s temporal 
straits, and every thing showing a 
cheerful, disinterested, and conten- 
ted mind. Zeal, thus recommend- 
ed, will not in ordinary cases, fail 
of producing some good eflects. 
Letus ali be very zealous for the 
credit of that religion which is our 
present consolation, and on which 
our all for eternity 1s suspended.— 
We are to be zealous against sin. 
God is angry at sin, and so should 
we be. As we cannot estimate the 
malignity of sin,so we cannot be too 
zealous againstit. Weshould have 
continual heaviness of heart on ac- 
count of it, as committed by our- 
selves and others. Rivers of wa- 
ters should run down our eyes, and 
horror should take hold of us, when 
ill men forsake God’s law. We 
should sigh and cry for all the 
abominations done m the midst of 
the land. Hereby we would dis- 
cover our love to God and his law; 
that we cannot see his command- 
ments transgressed without grief of 
mind ; and where we cannot be per- 
formers, we will be mourners ; in our 
life and in our heart we should en- 
tera solemn protest against prevail- 
ing sins, however fashionable, or 
tending apparently to advance our 
interests. Glorious flame! Ohthat 


it were more common in this de- 
generate world ! 


Thoughts‘on Godly zeal. 





We can only @op a hint or two 
as to the motives which should ani- 
mate our zeal. The greatness of 
the cause in which we are engaged 
should quicken us in pleading it. 
If the glory of God, the salvation of 
men, the value of truth, the credit 
of religion, the honour of the law, 
are great things, it becomes us to 
be zealous in seeking them. 4h, 
tanlamne rem tam negligenter! If 
the comfort of life, the triumph of 
death, and the happiness of eternity, 
can rouse to action and excite zeal, 
then let us not sleep, as do others 
who neglect these things. Let us 
eonsider Christ, whom the zeal of 
God’s house consumed—consider 
the depth of his condescension— 
the magnitude of his work—the 
unshaken fortitude with which he 
performed it ; and look at the con- 
cluding scene of his life, the bitter- 
ness and agonies of his death, and 
thence infer how zealous he was for 
the honour of his Father, and the 
welfare ofmen! He set his face as 
a flint, and was not discouraged, till 
all was finished. What storms 
blew in that face, and marred it, 
and yet he turned not back! Re- 
flect on the number, the union, the 
power, and cunning of the enemies 
of truth. Everystone is moved to 
promote the cause of infidelity 
and practical abomination: and 
alas! the success is proportiona- 
ble to the means employed. Let 
this excite the zeal ‘of the fol- 
lowers of Jesus, if they have one 
spark of it remaining in their hearts. 
Consider the state of the churches 
at present, how lukewarmness and 
indifference prevail every where.— 
All men seek their own, and not the 
things of Jesus Christ. God’s truths 
are impugned, his ordinances chan- 
ged, and his everlasting covenant 
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broken, and men regard it not. If 
their own interest is touched, or 
their name reproached, they are all 
on fire ; but when God calls to be va- 
liant for truth upon earth, they are 
deaf asthe adder. ‘They see truth 
buried, and shed no tears, heave no 
sighs,and exert none of their powers! 
They are at ease in Zion, and Jeru- 
salem is the least of their joy. It 
would give many little trouble 
though the cause of God were oblit- 
erated from the face of the earth, 
and the fox looked out at the win- 
dows of the temple of Jehovah! 
Consider in fine, the state of the 
world, that darkness covers the 
earth, and gross darkness the people. 
What a dreadful state are the bulk 
of men in at present, and what an 
awful eternity awaits them continu- 
ing in that state? Let us pray fre- 
quently, and to prayer add activeex- 
ertion, for the universal spread of 
the gospel, and for grace to improve 


the day of our own merciful visita- 
tion, 


I 
From the Christian’s Magazine. 
THE BELIEVER’S UNION TO CHRIST. 


There are multitudes of things, 
whose existence we are must inti- 
mately acquainted with, yet of whose 
special manner of existence, we can 
have no idea. It is, however, a suf- 
ficient confirmation of the truth of 
this doctrine, that our experience 
agrees with what is revealed in the 
wordof God. Numbers of divines 
have written well upon the delight- 
ful subject: though it is too little 
considered by many of our practical 
writers, as the foundation of both 
our practice and hope. Were it 
more distinctly considered, more 
particularly explained, and more 
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frequently insisted upon, it would be 
a probable means to check the 
growth of those dangerous errors, 
which prevail among us ; and to give 
men a deeper sense of the necessity 
of experimental vital piety, in or- 
der to a well grounded hope of the 
favour of God. 

This union is sometimes repre- 
sented in scripture, by the strongest 
expressions that human language 
can admit, and even compared 
to the union between God the Fa- 
ther and God the Son. Thus, John 
xvii. 11, 21, 22,23. ‘ Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name those 
whom thou hast given me, that they 
may be one, as we are.—That they 
all may'be one, as thou Father art in 
Me, and I in Thee, that they also 
be one.inus. That they may be 
one, evenas weare one. lin them, 
and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one.” 

It is compared to the union of a 
vine and its branches. Thus John 
xv. 4,5. ‘“‘ Abide in me, and I in 
you. Asthe branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine: no more can ye except ye 
abide in me. | am the vine, and ye 
are the branches. He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bring- 
eth forth much fruit: for without 
me ye can do nothing.” 

It is compared to the union of our 
meat and drinkgwith our bodies.— 
Thus John vi. 56,57. “He that 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 
As the living Father hath sent me, 
and I live by the Father: so he that 
eateth me, even he shall live by 
me.” 

It is frequently compared to the 
union of the body to the head.— 
Thus, Eph. iv. 15, 16., “‘ But speak- 
ing the truth in lovey may grow up 
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into him in all things, which is the 
head, even Christ: from whom the 
whole, body fitly joined together, 
and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the ef- 


fectual working in the measure of 


every part, maketh increase of the 
body, unto the edifying itself in 
love.” 

It is sometimes compared to the 
conjugal union. Thus, Eph. v. 23, 
30. ‘For the husband is the head 
of the wife, even as Christ is the 
head of the church, and he is the 
Saviour of the body. For we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones, Rom. vii. 4.— 
“Wherefore my brethren, ye also 
are become dead to the law by the 
body of Christ, that ye should be 
married to another, even to him 
who is raised from the dead, that 
we should bring forth fruit unte 
God.” 

It is likewise compared to the 
union of a building, whereof Christ 
is considered as the foundation or 
chief corner-stonc. Thus, I. Pet. 
ui. 4, 5,6. ‘ To whom coming as 
unto a living stone, disallowed in- 
deed of men, but chosen of God and 
precious, ye also are built up a spir- 
itual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, accepta- 
able to God by Jesus Christ.— 
Wherefore also it is contained in the 
scripture, Behold, lay in Zion a 
chief corner-stone, elect, pre- 
cious.” 

This union is sometimes repre- 
sented in scripture by anidentity or 
sameness of spirit. Thus, [. Cor. 
vi. 17. “ He that is joined unto the 
Lord is one spirit.” 

It is sometimes represented by an 
identity of body. Thus, I. Cor. 
xii. 12. 27. “ For as the body is 
one, and hath many members; and 
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all the members of that body being 
many, are one body; so also is 
Christ. Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particu- 
lar.” 

It is also represented by an iden- 
tity of interest. Mat. xxv. 40.— 
“ Verily I say unto you, inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it untome.” Christ and 
believers have one common Father. 
John xx. 17. “I ascend upto my 
Father, and your Father; and tomy 
God, and your God.” They have 
one common inheritance, Rom. viii. 
17. “ Heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ.””. And they have one 
common place of eternal residence. 
John xiv. 3. “ And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, | will come 
again, and receive you unto myself, 
that where | am, there ye may he 
also.”’ 

We now proceed ‘o consider 
something distinctly, what 1s the 
special nature of this union, and 
what we are to understand by it.— 
And it may not be improper in the 
first place, to consider it negatively, 
and say what it is not, before enter- 
ing upon an illustration. 

This union is not an essential or 
personal union. ‘The unity of the 
Trinity in the Godhead, is essential : 
the union of the divine and human 
nature in Christ, is personal. But 
it were blasphemy to suppose either 
of these kinds of unions 1n the case 
before us. Should we suppose the 
former, we should attribute divine 
perfection to ourselves. Should we 
suppose the latter, we should make 
ourselves joint-mediators of the cov- 
enant, with the glorious Redeemer. 
Though Christ and believers are 
one, as he and the Father are one, 
this is to be understood with respect 
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to the resemblance there is, in point 
of reality and nearness of union ; 
and not with respect to the nature 
and kind of it. 

Though the word union is apt to 
carry our minds into an imagination 
of a contact, mixture, inhesion, or 
the like, we are to remember, that 
these are too low and gross con- 
ceptions of this astonishing mystery, 
to be entertained byus. Weare to 
remember, that our union is to him, 
who “is by the right hand of God 
exalted,” and who is “set down on 
the right hand of the majesty on 
high.” 

We shal! now proceed te consider 
(according to the light given us in 
the scripture) what the nature of 
this union is. 

The reality and certainty of this 
union is clearly revealed, and the 
blessed effects of it are experienced 
by all the children of God: but the 
manner of it (like the divine per- 
son, God incarnate, to whom we are 
united) is not only above our knowl- 
edge, but above our search and en- 
quiry. This may perhaps be mat- 
ter of prejudice in the minds of some 
against the doctrine before us, that 
itis inscrutable and unintelligible : 
but the same objection lies against 
the most important articles of our 
faith and hope; and even against 
many undoubted certainties in the 
kingdom of nature, as well as of 
grace. ‘There is the same reason to 
doubt of the union of the three per- 
sons in the Godhead, of the union 
of the divine and haman natures in 
the person of the Son of God, and 
even of the union of our own souls 
and bodies. We may have reason 
to believe, what our souls cannot 
search out, nor enquire into; and 
when that is the case, the more mys- 
terious and unsearchable is the mo- 
dus of any thing, which God hath 
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revealed, the more should it be the 
subject of our acknowledgment and 
admiration. ‘Thus in the present 
case, because this is the Lord’s do- 
ing, and marvellous in our eyes; 
therefore we should adore the won- 
derfui dispensation of grace, and re- 
joice and be glad in it. 

This is aspiritual union. Such an 
union whereby, being joined to the 
Lord, we are one spirit with him, I. 
Cor. vi. 17. By which we may un- 
derstand that believers partake of the 
same divine Spirit, and the same di- 
vine influences and operations, with 
our blessed Redeemer and Master : 
this difference being excepted, that 
we have onlylower degrees of the di- 
vine communications ; but “ to him 
God giveth not the Spirit by meas- 
ure.” We partake of rays; he of 
the full sun of divine light and grace; 
and in him are all the treasures of 
grace as in the repository or foun- 
tain; from whence we derive those 
supplies, which we are partakers of. 
The blessed Spirit, who is in Christ 
an infinite fountain of all grace, com- 
municated some emanations of the 
same grace to us, whereby we are 
(though in a low and imperfect de- 
gree) conformed to the divine will, 
made ‘ partakers of the divine na- 
ture, have Christ dwelling in us,and 
we in him.” 

By this union believers have all 
needful supplies of grace treasured 
up for them in Christ. In which 
respect, it is said, “ all things are 
theirs: for they are Christ’s ; and 
Christ is Goa’s; I. Cor. iii. 21, 
23. ‘In Christ are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge: and we are complete in 
him, who is the head of all princi- 
pality and power,” Col. ii. 3. 10. 
By which means believers are 
blessed with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ,” 
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Eph. i. 3. And “ Christ is made 
of Ged unto them wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption,” I. Cor. i. 30. 
By these and other like texts of 
scripture, believers have matter of 
great consolation, even in their 
sharpest temptations and lowest 
frames; in that how dead soever 
their affections may be, and how 
dark soever their circumstances may 
appear, they have an inexhaustable 
fountain of grace treasured up for 
them in Christ; and by virtue of 
their union to him, they have an 
interest in his person, they have 
an interest in his graces, and are se- 
cure of all necessary: communica- 
tions of grace as he shall see their 
case require. The believer’s re- 
fuge therefore, in all his trials, in 
all his prevailing darkness, deadness, 
temptation, and imperfection, is to 
act faith in Christ, for grace to help 
in time of need. There is a sufli- 
cient stock laid up for him in the 
hands of Christ: and if he will reach 
forth the hand of the soul, and by a 
believing view of the fulness of 
Christ, be ready to receive, he 
shall surely find the grace of Christ 
sufficient for him; and the strength 
of Christ made perfect in his weak- 
ness. If he will eat Christ’s flesh, 
and drink his blood, that is, if he 
will exercise a lively faith in him, he 
shall, by virtue of this communica- 
tion of the Spirit of grace, “ dwell 
in Christ, and Christ in him.”? John 
vi. 56. 

It is by their union to Christ, and 
supplies derived from the fulness 
which is in him, that glorified 
saints attain to the perfection of 
knowledge andgrace. By this they 
are perfectly delivered from all re- 
mainders of sin and corruption: by 
this are al] the powers and faculties 
of their souls brought into a glori- 
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ous conformity unto Christ himself, 
that they shail be like him, when they 
see him as he is: and by this they 
are completely qualified for the rav- 
ishing joys of the heavenly state ; 
and the eternal praises of redeem- 
ing love. “ In the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, God will gather 
together in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in Heaven, and 
which are in earth, even in him.— 
That we should be to the praise of 
his glory, who first trusted in Christ.” 
Eph. i. 10. 12. “I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect iu one. Father, I will, that 
they also whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory, which thou 
hast givenme.” John xvii. 23, 24. 

Here, Reader, it will be proper to 
make a pause ; and to consider this 
witha special application to your 
own state. It is proper toconsider, 
where it is that you are looking for 
supplies of grace; to your own good 
purposes and endeavours, to your 
prayers, meditations, good affec- 
tions, and resolutions ; or to this 
inexhaustible treasury of grace, that 
there is in Christ, to be obtained by 
the renewed exercise of faith in 
him. It is proper to consider, 
whether you are indeed joined to 
the Lord ; and have one spirit with 
him. Whether you have a sensible 
experience of the blé%ed operations 
of the Holy Spirit, divorcing you 
from your idols, mortifying your ap- 
petites and passions, quickening 
your graces ; and inflaming your 
affections to God and godliness. 
At least whether you are groaning 
under the burthen of your imperfec- 
tions ; and groan after the quicken- 
ing influence of the divine spirit in 
your soul, to bring and keep you 
nearer to God ; and whether the 
Spirit does thus help your infirmities, 
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with groanings which cannot be at- 
tered. It is proper to consider, 
whether you have the evidence of 
your union to Christ, by your being 
a partaker of the divine nature, by 
your steady desire of conformity 
and subjection to the divine will, by 
your having the interest of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom at heart, and by 
keeping your eye upon his glorious 
example, that you may follow his 
steps; and whether you are still 
looking to him by faith, for his 
quickening influences, and for an 
interest in his intercession, when- 
soever you find yourself come 
short in these attainments. You 
will remember, that I am not ex- 
plaining the fundamentals of Chris- 
tianity, as a mere matter of specu- 
lation, or to entertain your cu- 
riosity; but that you may know 
what is the hope of your calling, 
what the foundation of your conti- 
dence; and where the returns are 
to be made for all your experience 
of grace and life. 

The whole cuurch, whether mil- 
itant or triumphant, are by their 
union to Christ one church, one fa- 
mily, and one body, whereof Christ 
himself is the head. The family in 
heaven indeed, as adult children, 
have their inheritance tn possession, 
while the family on earth, as minors 
in their non-age, have only neces- 
sary supplies for their support, com- 
fort and growth, till they come into 
a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ. 
But then the fulness of the glory in 
the one, and the gradual progress of 
grace in the other, are both the pro- 
duct of their union to Christ. And 
as the whole church is the body of 
Christ, so each #articular believer 
is a member of that body ; and hath 
both his body and soul united unto 
the person of Christ; by an union 
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that can never be dissolved, by an 
union that will not only continue 
with the soul, in its separate and in- 
termediate state ; but will also con- 
tinue with the body, in its state of 
dissolution, whereby its glorious re- 
surrection and final renovation will 
be secured; and them which sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with him. 
This union is such, that Christ 
and believers have one common in- 
terest. In the great design of re- 
conciling sinners to God, and pre- 
paring a chosen number for eternal 
glory, Christ and the church were 
one mystical person: so one, that 
what he did was imputed to them, 
as if done by them; and what they 
deserved was imputed to him, as if 
he were personally obnoxious. Thus 
the Lord Jesus Christ is calied the 
Lorp ouR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Jer. 
xxiii. 6. And the church by virtue 
of this union to Christ, is consider- 
ed as the same person, and has the 
same character ascribed to her.— 
*“ This is the name wherewith she 
shall be called, the ‘ Lord our 
Righteousness,” Jer. xxxiii. 16. 
The identity of person was founded 
on the eternal covenant of redemp- 
tion. ‘The Lord Jesus Christ was 
foreordained to the office and work 
of a Saviour and mediator ‘ before 
the foundation of the world,” 1 Pet. 
i. 20. And “ we were chosen in 
him, before the foundation of the 
world ; and predestinated unto the 
adoption of children by him: and 
thus we become accepted in the 
beloved,” Eph. i. 4,5,6. And as 
he was foreordained to the work 
and office of a Redeemer, so lhike- 
wise to all that grace, mghteous- 
ness, strength, and glory required 
thereunto ; not only to that which 
was peculiar to himself; but to that 
also, which was needful to be com- 
municated to the church, and to all 
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that should ever believe on him, in 
their state of probation here, or per- 
fection hereafter. And on the other 
hand, as believers were chosen in 
him, so they were chosen to be par- 
takers with him, in that common 
stock or depositum committed tohim 
for both their present and eternal in- 
terest and happiness. Thus the obe- 
dience of our Lord Jesus Christ be- 
comes our righteousness, his suffer- 
ings our atonement; and he is a 


brethren are their brethren, and his 
God is their God. “Go to my 
brethren; and say unto them, | 
ascend unto my Father and your 
Father, and to my God and your 
God,” John xx. 17. Thus are 
believers distinguished from the 
rest of the world, dignified and 
exalted above all those who are 
esteemed great and honourable 
among men, by their near relation 
to hun who is “ higher than the 


fountain opened for all supplies of highest, and is the prince of the 


grace,upon ourunion to him by faith. 
‘“‘ He bore our sins in his own body 
on the tree,” I. Pet. ii. 24. And 
‘“ we are complete in him;” Col. 
ii. 10. Thus likewise, the believer’s 
sufferings in his cause are the suffer- 
ings of Christ, Col. 1.24.“ In all 
their afflictions, he is afflicted,”’ Isa. 
Ixiii. 9. The believer’s graces are 
the graces of Christ, owned by and 
derived from him; and “ of his ful- 
ness they all receive, and grace for 
grace,” Johni.16. And “ the be- 
liever’s good conversation is in 
Christ,” I. Pet. iti. 16. In fine,the 
whole interest of the church is the 
interest of Christ, and is by him ta- 
ken care of, and provided for, as 


kings of the earth.” 

The union between Christ and 
believers is such, that they have 
thereby one common inheritance. 
* ‘They being children, are heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ.” 
Rom. viii. 7. “ And if I go (says 
the blessed Saviour) and prepare a 
place for you, | wil come again, 
and receive you unto myself, that 
where | am ye may be also,” John 
xiv. 3. There is nothing can break 
the band of union between Christ 
and believers: the union will 
not be dissolved, but perfected 
by death. ‘“ Neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor 


his own: and the whole interest of things to come, nor heighth, nor 


Christ, is the interest of the church ; 
and the believer is most nearly affec- 
ted with the interests of Christ’s 
kingdom, as what most nearly con- 
cerns him. Thus is the church 
united to Christ; and thus has he 
graven her upon the palms of his 
hands, and her walls are continu- 
ally before him. 

The union between Christ and 
believers is such as that they have 
thereby one common relation.— 
He is their everlasting Father, 
their head, their husband, their 
brother, their friend, theirs by all 
relations of nearest intimacy.— 
His Father is their Father, his 


depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord,”? Rom. viii. 38, 39. This 
is the hope of their calling. This 
the inheritacne of the saints, that 
when they have a little longer strug- 
gled with the temptations and im- 
perfections, distresses and calami- 
ties of this militant state, they shall 
arrive safe to the end of their de- 
sires and hopes ; and be ever with 
the Lord. ‘They shall dwell in his 
presence, and partake of the joys 
at his right hand for evermore. 
This uaion is accomplished by 
the omnipotent agency of the Spirit 
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of God, and as the author and effi- 


cient; and by faith, as the bond of guilty before God. 


union. Vain therefore are their 
pretences, and they have but a de- 
Jusive and destructive hope, who 
ascribe all the change in conversion 
to mere moral persuasion, or to the 
exercise of our own natural powers 
or endeavours only. It is beyond the 
power of men or means to persuade 
a sinner into this strict and intimate 
union with Christ. It infinitely ex- 
ceeds the capacity of any such sin- 
ful worms as we are, to make our- 
selves one with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as the Father and he are 
one. No! We dwell in him and he 
in us, because he hath given us of 
his spirit, I. John iv. 13. And by 
one Spirit we are baptized into one 
body, |. Cor. xii. 13. Vain like- 
wise is the pretence of an eternal 
union to Christ, or of an union to 
him from the time of his passion, 
or of his finishing the work of our 
redemption. For it is to them, and 
none but thein, who receive him 
and believe on his name, that he 
gives power to become the sons of 
God, John i. 12. And Christ 
dwells in your hearts by faith, Eph. 
iii. 17. The blessed Spirit shining 
with a ray of divine light into the 
soul of a sinner, thercby discovers 
to him his own misery and impo- 
tence; and shews him the fulness 
and excellency of Christ, the free- 
ness of the gospel-oifer, the faith- 
fulness of the promises, and the 
readiness of this precious Saviour 
to accept and save such guilty per- 
ishing sinners as he is. 

Our justification before God ne- 
cessarily and immediately depends 
upon our vital union to Jesus Christ. 
it must be confessed by all men, 
who know any thing of human na- 
ture, and have any belief of a di- 
vine revelation, that we ‘have all 
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sinned, and that we are all become 
And which 
way shall guilty sinners be recon- 
ciled to God? This, Reader, is 
the most important concern in the 
world. Consider the question, 
with an attention worthy of its in- 
finite consequence. Can you quiet 
you conscience with hopes of ap- 
peasing the divine justice by your 
reformations, good endeavours, or 
duties? Alas! they are all so de- 
fective and sinful, that the iniquity 
of your holy things will greatly in- 
crease the score, and add to the 
weight of your guilt. Will you flat- 
ter your hopes, from the mercy and 
goodness of the divine nature ? 
But what claim can you have to 
mercy, when open to the inexora- 
ble demands of justice! Do you 
expect acceptance with God upon 
Christ’s account? This is indeed 
a sure foundation of hope, for all 
who are interested in Christ and 
united to him. But what pretence 
can you make to the mghteousness 
of Christ and the benefits of his re- 
demption, if you have no interest 
in him, or in any of his saving bene- 
fits! If you have an interest in 
him, you are united to him, as F 
have already demonstrated. If you 
have not an interest in him, you 
have no plea to make for justifica- 
tion and acceptance with God upon 
his account. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
has indeed made a suflicient atone- 
meut for sin. He has wrought ont 
a perfect righteousness for sinners, 
whereby they may be acquitted 
from guilt, reconciled to God, and 
freely justified in his sight. But 
what is this to impenitent unbe- 
lievers, who have never been drawn 
to Christ by the powerful influen- 
ces of his holy spirit, who have 
never received him by faith, so have 
never belonged to him; and there- 











fore, could never have any part in 
either bis active or passive obedi- 
ence? If aman abide not in me, 
(says our blessed Lord) he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered ; 
and men gather them and cast them 
into ihe fire, and they are burned, 
John xv. 6. We cannot be justi- 
fied by works. We cannot be justi- 
fied by a conformity to any imagin- 
ary law of Grace, without a vital 
union to Christ by faith. For he 
that beheveth not is condemned al- 
ready, John it. 18. And he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not 
life, I. John v. 12. But then, on 
the other hand, being united to his 
person, we are united to his bene- 
fits; and partake with him in all 
the merits of his obedience, in his 
righteousness, victories, graces, and 
inheritance, 

Our sanctification likewise im- 
mediately and necessarily depends 
upon a vital union unto the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The scriptures do 
indeed exhort us to be holy, as our 
Father which is in heaven is holy ; 
and to that end exhort us to watch 
and pray, to crucify our flesh with 
its affections and lusts, to mortify 
our members which are upon 
earth, and to place our affections 
upon things that are above. But 
they no where exhort us to attempt 
these in our own strength, or to ex- 
pect a renewed nature by any per- 
formance of them within our pow- 
er. 

To attempt our sanctification 
merely by our endeavours, were to 
press oil out of a flint. For in the 
Lord, shall men say, we have right- 
eousness and strength: his grace, 
and that only, is sufficient for us ; 
and without him we can do nothing. 
Can the branches of an olive tree 
flourish without the root? Surely 
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we cannot bear the root; but the 
root must bear us: and we must 
therefore be grafted in, if we would 
partake of the root and fatness of 
the olive tree, Rom. xi. 17. Can 
we live and act, when separated 
from our hfe? Christ is our life, 
Col. iii. 4. and until he quicken us, 
we are dead in trespasses and sins, 
Eph. ii. 1. In a word, our carnal 
minds are enmity to God, we are 
altogether as an unclean thing ; and 
when love to God can be the pro- 
duction of enmity itself; and purity 
and holiness of nothing but defile- 
ment and uncleanness; then, but 
not till then, can we be holy with- 
out an union to Jesus Christ. 

Our communion with God hke- 
wise wholly depends upon our un- 
ion to Jesus Christ. All quicken- 
ing, comforting, and strengthening 
grace, must flow from the same 
source as converting and sanctifying 
grace does. Would you be humbled 
and abased before God? you must 
learn of Christ to be meek and low- 
ly of heart, Mat. xi. 29. Would 
you have your affections placed up- 
on things above’? you must remem- 
ber, that you are dead, and that 
your life is hid with Christ in God, 
Col. iii. 2,3. Would you have en- 
largement of soul, and a cheerful 
hope in God’s mercy, when you ap- 
proach his presence? Christ in you 
is your hope of glory, Col. i. 27. 
In whom you may have boldness 
and access with confidenee by the 
faith of him, Eph. iii. 12. And be 
accepted in the beloved, Eph. i. 6. 
Would you enjoy the earnest of your 
future inheritance ? it must be upon 
your believing in him, that you are 
sealed with that holy Spirit of pro- 
mise, which is the earnest of your 
inheritance, Eph. i. 18, 14, Would 
you have joy and peace in believ- 
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ing? you must rejoice in Christ Je- 
sus, without contidence in the flesh, 
Phil. ii. 3. Woald you have the 
communications of divine love to 
yoursoul? it must be from Christ’s 
joving you, and manifesting himsolf 
to you, John xiv. 22. ‘To conclude, 
certain it is, that without union 
there can be no communion ; and it 
therefore concerns you not only to 
consider, whether you are indeed 
united to Christ, and have access to 
God through faith in him; but also 
whether your deadness, formal- 
ity, and distractions in duty, which 
you so often complain of, are not 
owing to the want of a cheerful de- 
pendance upon Christ, as the head 
of influence; or eise to your vain 
attempts to quicken your soul by 
some endeavours of your own with- 
out looking to him for the incomes 
of his Spirit and grace. 

And now, reader, you are to judge, 
whether there be not more thay a 
doctrinal acquaintance with our un- 
ion to Christ necessary for us, if we 
would either be justified in the sight 
of God, obtain that holiness, with- 
out which no man can see the Lord, 
live near to God, or hold the be- 
ginning of our confidence stedfast 
unto the and. 

If you are in doubt about your 
state, and in an uncomfortable sus- 
pense whether you are united to 
Christ or not; do not rest satisfied 
in such a case, wherein your eter- 
nal ALL is at stake, and in a pre- 
carious uncertainty. But labour to 
resolve your doubts, by the lively 
exercise of faith; and by an humble 
cheerful confidence and delight in 
the blessed Saviour. Then may 
you know that he dwells in your 
heart by faith, when you are rooted 
and grounded in love, Eph. iii. 17. 
Labour to evidence your union to 
Christ, by having your heart pu- 
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rified by faith; and your affec- 
tions spiritual and heavenly.—— 
Then may you know that “ you 
are risen with Christ, when you 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right 
hand of God, and when you place 
your affections on things above, 
and not on things on the earth,” 
Col. iii. 1, 2. | 

That Christ may abide in you 
and you in him, that you may win 
Christ, and be found in him at his 
appearance and kingdom, and that 
you may reign with him for ever, 
is the prayer of J.D. 


—ne— 


From the Christian Magazine. 


ON THE TRUTH OF GOD. 


Truth is every where in scripture 
ascribed to God as his distinguish- 
ing attribute ; and the persuasion of 
his inviolable veracity has been in 
all ages the terror of the wicked, 
and the source of strong consola- 
tion to the godly. ‘Though the scrip- 
tures were silent, reason would cry 
out that God can neither he nor de- 
ceive. Even Plato could say, that 
if God were to appear in a bodily 
shape, he would take light for his 
body and truth for his soul. Men, 
indeed, may falsify their word, to the 
great stain of their reputation ; but 
he is not a man, that he should lie, 
nor the son of man, that he should 
repent. ‘Though they deviate from 
truth, sometimes from the fear of 
evil, and at other times from the 
hope of good, what evil can he have 
to fear, or what advantage can he 
hope to gain, that he should impose 
upon worms? Can he speak un- 
truth by mistake, who knoweth all 
things ; or by design, who is imacu- 
lately holy ? Can he repent, who is 
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unchangeable ; or he prove unable 
to perform, who is almighty ” 

It must therefore be ever remem- 
bered, that our God is the faithful 
God; that he keepeth covenant 
to a thousand generations ; that 
he keepeth the truth forever ; 
and that he can no more recede 
from truth, in any the smallest 
instance, than he can deny himself. 
If we speak of his counsels of old, 
we must remember that they are 
faithfulness and truth; if of his 
words, that there is nothing froward 
or perverse in them; if of his ways, 
that all his paths are mercy and 
truth. Wheresoever he goes, faith- 
fulness is still the girdle of his reins ; 
whatsoever he speaks, no guile is 
found in his lips; whatsoever he 
does is the performance of his word. 
Truth is the inseparable compan- 
ion of the livingGod. She goes be- 
fore his face. Now she walks forth 
accompanied with mercy, in the ac- 
complishment of the promise ; now 
accompanied with justice in the ful- 
filment of the threatening; and 
though clouds and darkness should 
conceal her for a while from the 
view of mortals, she will soon be re- 
vealed, to the joy of the godly and 
to the confusion of the wicked, in 
allher glory. ‘Tremble, ye sinners, 
for he will bring evil upon you, and 
will not call back his words. Re- 
joice in the Lord, ye righteous ; for 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
Sooner shall the stars of heaven 
fall from their orbits, sooner shall 
the ponderous mountains be heaved 
from their foundations, than one 
tittle of his sacred word fall to the 
ground. The word of our God shall 
stand forever. 

And where shall we find a more 
illustrious display of this glory of 
God than in the face and person of 
Jesus, whose name is the truth. and 


in whom all the promises and ali 
the threatening are yea and amen. 
With respect to the promises, this 
is certain. What promise may we 
not confidently depend upon, though 
its accomplishinent should seem 
ever so diflicult, when not one good 
word has failed of all that was fore- 
told of the Messiah? It was thus 
the ancient prophets sung concern- 
ing the mercy promised to the fa- 
thers. ‘ A virgin shall conceive, 
and beara son; and thou, Bethle- 
hem Ephratah, shalt give him birth. 
The sceptre shall not be quite de- 
parted from Judah, when he shall 
appear. A voice of one crying in 
the wilderness shall proclaim the 
approaching Deity. ‘Then the ears 
of the deaf shall be unstopped, and 
the eyes of the blind shall see out 
of obscurity and out of darkness! 
It is true indeed his ungrateful 
countrymen shall despise and abhor 
him; for he shall be wounded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for 
our iniquities. But he shall arise 
from the grave, and swallow up 
death in victory. He shall go up 
with a shout, and lead the oppres- 
sor away spoiled. Behold, he shall 
call a nation that knew him not, 
and they shall run unto him; kings 
shall see and arise, and princes also 
shall worship, because of the Lord 
that is faithful.’? As in water face 
anewers unto face, so does Messias 
in the promise, to Messias in the 
flesh. ‘To him gave all the pro- 
phets witness, and in him the word 
of the Lord is tried. Seek ye out 
of the book of the Lord, and read; 
not one of his words hath failed. 
Now the seed of the woman has 
bruised the head of the serpent ; the 
people are gathered unto Shiloh, 
and the prophet like unto Moses is 
raised up. ‘The sword has now 
awaked, and smitten the man that 
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is God’s fellow. The Messias is 
now cut off, t h not for himself. 
Haggav’s desire of all nations is now 
come; Jeremiah’s Branch of Right- 
eousness is sprung up; and Mala- 
chi, thy Son of Righteousness 1s 
arisen with healing under his wings. 

And as the promises are in Christ 
yea, and in him amen, so the threa- 
tenings are fulfilled in him in the 
most striking manner. ‘Thy sen- 
tence, Adam, is fully executed on 
him, “ In the day thou eatest, thou 
shalt surely die ;’’ because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead. And thinkest thou, 
O sinner, that he will not be true 
to his word of threatening against 
thee, when, for the honour of this, 
he stained the cross with his beloved 
Son? In vain did the tears of his 
holy humanity, and the yearnings of 
a father’s bowels, plead that the 
bitter cup should pass from him. 
Though it were to save a son from 
death, it is impossible for God to 
lie. , 

Having before us such glorious 
illustrations of the truth of God, no 
room is left for doubting the truth 
both of his promise and of his 
threatening in other instances. 
Without all controversy, the less is 
eontirmed of the greater, and though 
the Lord should seem slack con- 
concerning his promise, there 
can never be reason for saying, 
‘* Doth his promise fail for ever- 
more?’ ‘The promise is sure to all 
the seed ; and whatever delays may 
take place, whatever difficulties may 
intervene, it will be accomplished 
in its season, and not one of all the 
good things which the Lord hath 
spoken shall fail. 1 will not there- 
fore call in question the faithfulness 
of God ; for he that believeth not, 
maketh hima liar. I will, by be- 
lieving his testimony, set to my seal 


55 


that God is true ; and even when 
the time between the promise and 
the performance seems long, I will 
not make haste. ‘Fhough the vis- 
ion tarry, I will wait for it ; for at 
the end it will speak and not lie.— 
Though providence should seem to 
contradict the promise, f will not 
cast away my confidence, which 
hath great recompence of reward. 
Though the world should frown, I 
will hold fast the profession of my 
faith without wavering, because he 
is faithful who hath promised; and 
when I suffer for righteousness sake, 
I will not be ashamed, but commit 
my soul toa faithful Creator. How 
can | suspect that one good word 
shall fail, when he is ever mindful of 
his covenant, and when he is strong 
that executes his word’? Though 
affliction should visit me, I will 
reckon that it is in faithfulness.— 
Though conscience should accuse 
me, | will remember his oath who 
hath sworn that he will no more be 
angry, as the waters of Noah shal! 
no more overflow the earth. Though 
the adversary the devil tempt 
me, yet will 1 rest assured that he 
will not be suffered to cast me ut- 
terly down ; for God is faithful, who 
will not suffer me to be tempted 
above what 1 am able to bear. And 
when I am called to die why should 
] fear? Into thy hand I will commit 
my spirit, thou hast redeemed me, 
O Lord God of truth. 

Ifit be incivility to give the lie 
to an equal, insolence to give it to 
a superior, treason to give ittoa 
Prince,what must it be to give the 
lie to the great God? Yet this ye 
do, O fools and slow of heart to be- 
lieve what he hath spoken. He has 
threatened to punish the wicked 
with everlasting destruction ; yet 
ye belie the Lord, and say, It is 
not he, no evil shall come nigh us 











pleasure in your death. 


He hath promised salvation through 
Christ in the gospel; yet ye treat 
it as a cunningly devised fable, and 
will not account it a faithful saying 
and worthy of allacceptation. How 
long will ye provoke him to anger, 
and refuse to believe his word? 
Shall not the men of Nineveh rise 
up in judgment against you for your 
unbelief? Why will ye die? And 
die you must, if you persevere in 
treating the faithful God as a har, 
by disbelieving alike the threaten- 
ings of his law and the promises of 
his gospel. Lo as justice and truth 
met in the law, so mercy and truth 
meet iu the gospel... God has purged 
himself by oath that he has no 
He prom- 
ises eternal life in Christ; and if 
this salvation is refused,he hassworn 
that you shall never enter into his 
rest. Whether therefore ye will 
hear or forbear, know, that as he is 


not mocking you when ne makes 


this promise, nor attempting to de- 
ceive you, so you cannot deceive 
him, and he will not be mocked. 


—_—— 


THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE, A SER- 
MON. 
Eor by grace areye saved. Ern. ii. 8. 


(Continued, from page 31.) 


If. Its rights are not less evident 
mm justification—which is another 
thing that manifestly proves the 
truth in our text, that “ we are sa- 
ved by grace.” For, says our apos- 
tle elsewhere, “ we are justified 
freely by the grace of God.” In 
fact, my brethren, it is impossible 
that it snoald be by our works, be- 
cause the whole scripture assures us, 
that “ there is not a man upon earth 
who sinneth not;” that * in many 
things we offend all; that if any 
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one says he has no sin, he makes 
God a har; he deceiveth himself, 
and the truth is not in him; and 
St. James expressly teaches us, 
‘** that he who offends in one point 
of the law, is guilty ofall.’ There 
being therefore no man in the world 
who does not commit some fault, 
there is not one who in virtue of 
the law can pass as innocent in the 
sight of God, and obtain a sentence 
of absolution in judgment. ‘This is 
the declaration of the most upriglit 
man in his time, * How shall man 
be just with God? If he will con- 
tend with him, he cannot answer 
him ove of a thousand.” It is also 
the declaration of the holiest of 
kings. “ Enter not into judgment 
with thy servant,” said David, “ for 
in thy sight shall no flesh living be 
justified.” It is also the decision 
of the most celebrated of teachers. 
—-For St. Paul, after having long 
considered the subject, after having 
formally disputed upon it, after ha- 

ving amply explained it, at length 
concludes in these remarkable 
words—-—“* Therefore we conclude 
that a man is justified by faith, with- 
out the deeds of the law”—-By 
which this admirable Doctrine of 
Grace excludes from justification 
all sorts of works without exception, 
be they whatever they may. For 
is it said that he rejects only those 
of the ceremonial law, the right- 
eousness of which was only typical 
and incapable of supporting us be- 
fore God? But he himself declares 
that the law of which he speaks is 
that which forbids theft, aad the 
commission of adultery, and the 
worship of idols—Commandments, 
as every one knows, of the moral 
law. Js it said that be only means 
to condemn works done in a state 
of nature, and by the mere powers 
of free-will, as for instance, the vri- 
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tues of the Pagans, and not those 
which are wrought in a state of 
race, as those of righteous persons? 
Bat he is equally clear on this head 
also, when he produces the exam- 
ples of Abraham and David, who 
according to him, were not justifi 
by their works. For were not 
Abraham and David in a state of 
Grace ? Were not they in the num- 
ber of the saints ’—Was not one the 
father of the faithful, and the other 
the man after God’s own heart? 
Yet nevertheless, the works of these 
two illustrious patriarchs are asser- 
ted to be the cause of their jus- 
tification. If man then cannot be 
justified by his works, the only way 
wh ch remains for him is the grace 
of his God, the mercy of his judge, 
the clemency of hissovereign. And 
thus in fact are we justified by 
grace, by mercy, by the kindness 
and love of our heavenly Father, 
who finding no rightousness in us, 
looks for the motive of our justifica- 
tion in his own compassion, and ab- 
solves us byan act of indulgence, as a 
Epnce grants a pardon toa criminal. 
ence it is that the scripture makes 
justification to consist in the remis- 
sion of sins, as the apostle proves 
from these words of the Psalmist— 
“ Blessed are those whose iniquities 
are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the 
Lord imputeth not sin.” He does 
not say blessed are those who pos- 
sess perfect holiness, and unspotted 
purity, in which the eyes of the ho- 
ly of holies can find nothing to re- 
prove. Foralas! there are nosuch 
blessed ones in being! It is a biess- 
edness imaginary upon earth—an 
ideal felicity, never realized in 
this world. But the true happiness 
of a man consists in the pardon of 
his sins. and the grace of his God. 
There it was this great prophet 
Vor. I. 


sought his justification when he 
cried, “ If thou, Lord, wastton 
iniquity, O Lord, who could stand ? 
But there is forgiveness with thee.” 
O my God, I find nothing in myself 
that can justify me in thy sight— 
When I look at myself, I see nothing 
in me but ground for despair—The 
blood of Uriah, the seduction of 
Bathsbeba, the numbering of m 
people, and an bundred other black 
and atrocious crimes, stare me in 
the face. My conscience accuses 
me, thy law condemns me; ever 
day of my life reproaches me with 
some wanderings, I groan at the 
thought of the number and enormi- 
ty of my offences. Thus lost in my- 
self, 1 turn to thee,O my God, to 
implore thy mercy, and to seek of 
thy grace, what 1 cannet expect 
from thy justice. Soalso the apos- 
tle addresses us in the epistle to the 
Hebrews, saving, “ Let us come to 
a throne of grace, that we may find 
mercy.”? He would not have us 
come to the throne of justice, for 
there we could not stand, and should 
only return with confusion of face. 
That is a throne much more formi- 
dable than that of Solomon which 
was flanked by twelve lions ; there 
we might well cry out with the 
wretches mentioned in Rev. vi. 16. 
‘** Mountains fall on us and hide us 
from him who sitteth upon the 
throne.” It is then to the throne 
of grace we must go for salvation. 
It is at the foot of mercy we must 
present ourselyes to obtain from it 
-—uot a declaration of our inno- 
cence, butan abolition of our guilt. 
St. Bernard knew this, and with the 
same sentiment he uttered that beau- 
tiful and just expression—*‘ The 
righteousness of man is tbe favour 
of God.” It is in this divine fa- 
vour, says the true believer, that I 
look for my merit. When I ap- 
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pear before my God, | will not ai- 
ledge the purity of my words, for J 
am of unclean lips ; nor the holi- 
ness of my thoughts, for | am na- 
turally uncircumc:sed in heart ; nor 
the iutegrity of my actions, for | 
cannot do the good | would, but 
that which must sustain me before 
the tribuna! of the most High Judge, 
is his mercy and his fatherly com- 
passion. Or if I must have righit- 
eousness to stand before his judg- 
ment seat, where | must necessa- 
rily give an account of my actions, 
it shall not be my own that I will 
produce, for alas! ‘All my right- 
eousnesses are as filthy rags.”— 
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acknolwedge, that “we ate saved 
by grace.” For if weproperly con- 


sider the immense grandeur and in- 
finite excellence and eter- 
nal life. we must c that it can- 


not be a merited reward. That we 
obtain it not as a thing which is our 
due, but as a pure favour. That 
God gives it us, not from obligation, 
but from charity ; and that it is rath- 
era profusion of his liberality, than 
a retribution of his justice. Also 
our blessed apostle assures us that it 
is “a gift,” yea, a gratuitous gift.— 
For this is the import of the word 
he uses in the original, in that fa- 
mous passage, “* The wages of sin is 


But it shall be the righteousness of death, but the gift of God iseternal 


my Saviour, which alone can abide 


life.” A fine instance of the wis- 


the test of the rigorous scrutiny of dom of this holy man. For to make 


Jehovah, and which alone is of 
weight in the balance of the sanct- 
uary, to make it descend on the side 
of life and salvation in my favour. 
Righteousness which, so far from 
being opposite to grace, is itself the 
first and greatest of all graces. For 
it isgrace which offers it, it is grace 
which gives it, it is grace which ap- 
plies it, it is grace which procures 
it in every form, and we are eternal- 
ly indebted for it to the grace of him 
who has made his Soni“ to be sin 
for us that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.”” And 
it was this wonderful righteousness 
that St. Paul himself, that chosen 
vessel, wished for his own justifica- 
tion, when he desired to be found 
“ not having on his own righteous- 
ness which was of the law, but that 
which is by the faith of Christ. 
Phil. iii. 9. 

IV. Lastly, let us ascend to the 
highest degree of salvation, which 
is glorification, and there it is that 
we shal! see grace shine in all its 
lustre, and the inestimable value of 
glory will force us without doubt to 


the antithesis perfect, and he very 
well knew how to do that, he must 
have said, the wages of sin is death, 
but the wages of God is eternal life. 
Why should he thus alter the terms 
in making the opposition, where the 
words ought exactly to answer to 
each other, but to impress this 
thought upon our minds, that “ the 
free gift is not as the offence,””—and 
that to sinners death is justly their 
reward, but that to saints life isa 
mere gift, and a gift of grace? And 
indeed how is it possible our works 
should merit it?—For in order to 
merit, it is necessary that our works 
should proceed from ourselves and 
our own strength; it being clear if 
they proceed from another, he who 
works them in us is not obliged to us 
for them. And do not all good works 
proceed from God ?—~Are they not 
the fruits of his spirit, and the pro- 
ductions of his grace? Since itis he 
who worketh in us to will and to do 
of his own good pleasure. “No 
man can even call Jesus Lord but 
by the Holy Ghost.”—In order to 
merit, our works must be perfect, 
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and our persons without defect ; for 
where there is imperfection or vice, 
there is need of pardon; but par- 
don and merit are utterly incompat- 
ible. It is then impossible for men 
to merit. For who is he thatcan say, 
“I have purged my heart, | am 
cleansed from my sins,” aS David 
speaks. And where is the soul on 
earth so sanctified, to whom the 
Lord might not say as to the angels 
of the Asiatic churches—‘ I have 
something against thee ?”” To merit, 
there must of necessity be some 
proportion between works and glo- 
ry, the two must be nearly equal in 
value, for a man must be out of his 
senses that would pretend to merit 
the throne and the diadem of his 
prince, because he had given him a 
handful of grass, or a glass of water. 
And how evident and great is the 
disparity between our works and 
the life to come. The former are 
finite, che latter infinite ; the form- 
erare ‘ransient.and last but fora mo- 
ment—the latter is eternal, and lasis 
for ages of ages: The former are 
imperfect and defective—the latter 
is perfection itself. Undoubtedly, 
martyrdom is of all good works the 
most glorious, and the most worthy 
of admiration, both from men and 
angels. Itis the crown of holiness, 
it is the highest effort of the greatest 
virtue, the most difficult and pre- 
cious sacrifice the beliver can make. 
Nevertheless, it comes nothing near 
to the incomprehensible excellence 
of celestial felicity, for when the 
apostle balanced the two together, 
he found “ that the sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that shall 
be revealed in us.”? To merit, we 
must be under no obligation to do 
the good works that we perform, for 
obligation destroys merit. A man 
merits nothing of his creditor for 


paying him what he owes him, and 
certainly, if he was to go to law to 
be recompensed for the sum he has 
paid him, he would not be very well 
received. And do not we owe to 
God our persons, our being, our 
life, our thoughts, cur words and 
our actions ?—Invincible argument, 
by which the eternal Son of God 
casts down merit, and overturns it 
from top to bottom in these words 
in Luke xvii. 10. ‘* When ye have 
done all those things which are 
commanded you, say we are un- 
profitable servants’’—and why ?—~ 
‘* because you have done that which 
it was your duty to do.” 

Let us then acknowledge, my 
brethren, let us acknowledge in ev- 
ery veiw, if we are saved, it is by 
grace ;-—that our salvation is so the 
work of grace, that at whatever pe- 
riod we consider it, on whatever 
side we regard it, we can never de- 
rive it from any other source. For 
as that Father of the church, whose 
words have always passed as oracles 
on this subject, excellently observes, 
“ grace is not grace in any way ; if it 
is not gratuitous every way.” Let 
us drop every opinion of the dignity 
of our works; let us banish the 
thought of merit from our minds 
and our belief—or if we will retain 
it, let it be only in the sense of the 
good and ingenious Abbe de Clair- 
vaux, whom I quote expressly on 
this subject, because his testimony 
cannot be suspected—“ My merit,” 
says he, “is the mercy of the Lord. 
| am not entirely destitute of merit 
while he is not destitute of mercy. 
Am I to sing of my righteousness, 
Lord! I will make mention of thine 
only, and sing eternally of thy mer- 
cies.—This is the only innocent 
and orthodox merit. Let us never 
acknowledge any other,and let us 
not pretend to heaver as a con- 
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quest that belongs to us in virtue of justice, but by supplicating his grace, 


our own exploits. Let us not hope 
we shall scale it by our own strength, 
though we heap mountains upon 
mountains, and add work to work. 
It will only be like the enterprize 
of the giants, which God will infal- 
libly overthrow with his thunder 
bolts. Let us remember that when 
Esau went to hunt for venison he 
lost his father’s blessing.—But Ja- 
cob by remaining at home with his 
mother, and putting on his eldest 
brother’s garments, and only using 
the skin of a kid of the goats, ob- 
tained the precious and wished-for 
blessing :—that is to say, those who 
pursue salvation by their own works, 
and seek after the righteousness of 
the law, undoubtedly loose all they 
want to find. But those who are 
attached to grace, that kind mother 
whose tendernesses are infinite ;— 
who clothe themselves with the 
sweet smelling garments of their el- 
der brother, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
whose righteousness covers our de- 
fects; who present to God that 
Lamb of the flock with which he is 
wel! pleased, that Lamb without spot 
that taketh away the sin of the world, 
they will undoubtedly carry away 
the blessing of their heavenly Fa- 
ther. Or to take another illus- 
tration from the life of the same 
Jacob. You know that he wrestled 
with the Lord and came away victo- 
rious. But do you know how he 
overcame this powerful antagonist ? 
It was, says the prophet Hosea xii. 
4.—* By weeping and making sup- 
plication,” tears were his arms—his 
atrength was the ingenuous confes- 
sion of his weaknes. It is thus we 
are to strive with God, if we stand 
with him in judgment; it must not 
be by haughtily asserting our integ- 
rity, but by deploring our sins.— 
Nor by standing it out against his 


and humbly praying him to have 
mercy upon us. Let us then con- 
sider salvation really as a favour.— 
Let us imitate those twenty-four el- 
ders in the Revelatoins, by which 
the Holy Ghost represents to us the 
whole body of the universal church, 
both under the Old and under the 
New Testament; they “ cast thei 
crowns before the throne of God,” 
as an acknowledgment that they on- 
ly possess them through bis pure lib- 
erality. Let us never think of the 
bliss which is promised and reserved 
for usin heaven without immediately 
saying, as David did, Ps. cxv. 1.— 
** Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but to thy name we give glory, for 
thy mercy and thy truth’s sake.”— 
Thou mightest have destroyed us, 
and thou hast saved us—thou might- 
est have cursed us, and thou hast 
crowned us—thou mightest have 
sunk us to hell, and thou hast raised 
us to heaven—“ It is of thy mercies, 
O Lord, that we are not consumed,” 
and we can assign no other reason 
for it, but thy grace alone. 

My beloved brethren in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, what sentiments ought 
this excellent doctrine to produce 
in us? Certainly, it is so fruitful, 
so abundant in instruction, that we 
may compare it to those fountains 
that emit water through different 
pipes, and seek an exit by innumer- 
ble conduits and different channels. 
For thus grace is a water springing 
up into everlasting life, diffusing it- 
self in different ways on every side. 
Let us stop a while at this divine 
spring to fill our vessels, and to 
draw some of the principal Jessons 
it affords us, for the instruction of 
our minds, the comfort of our con- 
sciences, or the sanctification of 
our souls. 

(Remainder in our next.) 
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truths may be delivered to us again 
in other parts of scripture in figura- 
tive language; or ina manner not 
so easily comprehended ; or even in 
words of an apparent contradictory 
ING REMARKS. import. Now the only mode of ar- 


For if after they have escaped the ae pt the genuine mind of the 
pollutions of the world through the Spirit in al! such cases, is, to con- 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour sult the “analogy of faith ;’—that 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled js, to have recurrence to those scrip- 


therein, and overcome, the latter end tures where the doctrine in Hand 
is worse with them than the beginning. 


For it had been better for them not taught in plain, literal and easy lan- 
io have known the way of righteous- guage. ‘The figurative then becomes 
ness, than, after they have known it, easilyexplaived,andwhat appearedat 


to turn from the holy commandment first contradictory readilyreconciled. 
delivered unto them. But it is hap- 


COMMUNICATION. 
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AN EXPOSITION OF Il, PETER, 11. 20, 
21, 22. WITH SOME ACCOMPANY- 


Had this method always been assid- 





_ pened unto them according to the true 


proverb, the dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and the sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the 
mire. 


In interpreting the scriptures a 
strict regard should always be main- 
tained to what is termed the “ anal- 
ogy of faith.” By this term, nothing 
more is meant,than that uniform and 
golden line of truth which runs 
through the centre of the whole 
word of God. This is the rule of 
interpretation given us by God him- 
self, Rom. xii. 6. ‘ Let us prophe- 
cy,or (explain thescriptures) accord- 
ing to the proportion or analogy of 
faith.” All the leading and more 
important doctrines of revelation, 
are delivered to us in plain and un- 
equivocal terms ;—terms that admit 
of but one genuine signification, and 
any gloss that may be thrown over 
them by the enemies of the truth, 
can be easily detected. These same 


uously pursued, there would not 
have been at this day sucha variety 
of doctrine and practice in the Chris- 
tian world ; nor would there have 
been so much temporizing with her- 
esies in the church of God. 


Having premised thus far, we ob- 


serve, that the passage under con- 
sideration, and one or two more of a 
similar nature have been advanced, 


as incontestible proofs of a doctrine 


which originated wholly in the 


mind of man—the whole current of 
scripture to the contrary notwith- 
standing. The doctrine, to which 
we allude, is that, which teaches men 
that they have no security whatever 
against future misery,but what lies in 
themselves ; and hence that the best 
of, Christians may fall away from a 
state of graceand finally perish. Not- 
withstanding,however,the Arminian 
faith and practice here, we earnestly 
contend that the final perseverance of 
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the saints, is the true doctrine ; and 
that which is inculcated upon us by 
the word of God. This glorious and 
comfortable truth besides being in- 
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tradicted his own plain assevera- 
tions. But this, is impossible; and 
without having to contend with any 
such dillemma, this portion of scrip- 


ferred from the whole current of ture admits of an easy and satisfac- 


scripture, is particularly taught us in 
such plainand perspicuous language, 
that the perversion of it by (rational 
beings,) would appear wholly unac- 
countable were we not previously 
made acquainted withthe perversion 
of the human mind. “ Whom he 
did foreknow,” says the scripture, 
“he also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son; 
and whom he did predestinate them 
he also called; and whom he called 
them he also justified ; and whom he 
justified them he also glorified.””— 
What can be plainer or more deci- 
sive language? As many as are 
foreknown or elected, are glorified. 
The chain continues unbroken.— 
Not one link is lost. The word 
of God ayain plainly informs us, 
that, ‘‘ there is no condemnation to 
them who are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.” According to this text 
in its original form, those who are 
once in Christ Jesus, walk no more 
after the flesh, but perseveringly af- 
ter the Spirit. To such there is no 
condemnation forever. Innumera- 
ble other scriptures speak the same 
decisive langauage. Wesee there- 
fore, that the passage before us, can 
add no weight to the doctrine we are 
opposing. If it did, we must believe 
that the Holy Spirit has by it, con- 


tory explanation. Itcontains facts 
indeed, of a very important nature, 
and such as must excite the atten- 
tion of every unprejudiced reader. 
The first thing, then, which claims 
our attention in these words, is the 
attainments of the persons spoken 
of. These may be reduced, to two 
heads. 

1. Their attainments in knowl- 
edge. We speak of their knowl- 
edge first, because it always neces- , 
sarily precedes reformation; and 
that so uniformily, that no reforma- 
tion without it need be expected.— 
The understanding must receive a 
certain degree of illumination be- 
fore the will can ever be induced to 
forsake the pleasures of sin, and en- 
gage in the duties of holiness. These 
persons then, are said to have aftain- 
ed to a knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ: and toa knowl- 
edge of the way of righteousness. 
The objects of knowledge here spo- 
ken of, Jesus Christ, and the way of 
righteousness, strictly taken, mean 
one and the same thing. They are 
merely exegetic of one another.— 
Jesus Christ is the way of righteous- 
ness,and the only way of righteous- 
ness. Forno sinner can possibly 
be accounted righteous in the judg- 
mentof God, but in, and through the 
imputed righteousness of Jesus 
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Christ. And this corresponds with 
his own declaration, “ | am the way, 
the truth and the life, and no man 
cometh unto the Father but by 
me.’ ‘God hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew nosin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.” Christ Jesus then, 
is properly the way of righteousness; 
the way in which God can be just, 
and yet the justifier of the ungodly. 
But, as the gospe! is the index which 
points out to us this way ;—as the 
righteousness of God is therein ful- 
ly revealed, and exhibited to the 
faith of sinner’s-—it figuratively 
may betermed the way of righteous- 
mess. And the apostle here uses 
the phrase in this extended sense ; 
including by it, all that system of 
divine truth exhibited to us in the 
gospel, as the sure and only way of 
a sinner’s justification before God. 
Hence it appears, that the persons 
in the text had a very extensive ac- 
quaintance with the way of salva- 
tion through our Lord Jesus Christ 
—their knowledge of the doctrines 
of the gospel was very great. And 
so much knowledge one might be 
ready to suppose, would in every in- 
stance, be accompanied with a su- 
pernatural and saving change; and 
would excite to all holy obedience ; 
to a performance of all commanded 
duties. But such is not the case.— 
Nor is all this knowledge, in every 
instance accompanied, even with an 
outward appearance of holiness.— 
How often do we find persons among 
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us, who, by waiting for a length of 
time on the ministry of the word, 
have acquired such a degree of 
knowledge, as to enable them to an- 
swer almost any question in divini- 
ty ; and yet, who, during all that pe- 
riod, have never refrained from a 
single sin—nor engaged ina single 
duty merely from the consideration 
that their own knowledge and the 
law of God, obliged them to such a 
course of conduct. 

This leads us to notice three kinds 
of knowledge which obtain among 
men, with regard to divine things. — 
The first and lowest, is that which is 
purelynatural; thatis,acquired bythe 
natural powers of the mind unaided 
by any assistance of the Holy Spirit. 
And this degree of knowledge is at- 
tainable by every person who will 
dilligently apply the powers of his 
mind to the truths of revelation.— 
But all the reformation of conduct 
to which such a knowledge will ever 
induce, is, merely to refrain from 
sin as long as there are no tempta- 
tions to the commission of it. That 
there is such a knowledge as this and 
accompanied with such barrenness, 
is too often verified among us. 

The second kind of knowledge, 
is that, which is immediately pro- 
duced in the soul by the common 
operations of the Spirit, through the 
instrumentality of the word. Yet, 
not being that knowledge which is 
saving in its nature, itmay therefore, 
be possessed by those who shall fi- 
nally perish. The following are 
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some of the evidences of this knowl- 
edge. It is accompanied with a 
greater degree of clearness and per- 
spicuity, than that which is merely 
natural; and hence ts often produc- 
tive of a temporary faith ;—thus Si- 
mon the sorcerer is said to believe, 
though afterwards he was declared 
“to be in the gall of bitterness and 
bond of iniquity.” This knowl- 
edge is also accompanied with some 
sudden motions of joy ;—thus the 
stony ground hearers in the para- 
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in consequence of the difficulty in 
distinguishing between this and sav- 
ing knowledge ; seeing, it is so gen- 
erally accompanied with the exter- 
nal fruits of righteousness, persons 
may not only deceive themselves 
with the hope that they are justified 
before God ; but may also impose 
upon others the belief, that they are 
really the genuine converts of grace. 
And hence they may be admitted by 
the ministers of Christ into commun- 
ion with the visible church, and be 








ble are said to have received the treated as brethren in Christ Jesus. 
word with joy, but having no root For they come so near to the king- 
in them, it soon withered away.— dom of heaven, that none but God 
It may also be accompanied with knows that they are really out of it. 
great spiritual gifts ;—thus Balaam But besides this, there is a third 
the son of Bosor prophesied, and Ju- kind of knowledge, possessed only 
das Iscariot cast out Devils, though by the genuine children of God.— 
the one loved the wages of unright- Persons possessing this knowledge 
eousness, and the other went to his are no longer barren, or unfruitful 
place. And in our own day we may in the way and work of the Lord.— 
find thuse who are only thus far en- But having their consciences there- 


lightened,speaking with aremarkable 
fluency and correctness on spiritual 
subjects, and in the gift of prayer, 
perhaps excelling many of the saints 


by purified, they are constrained to 
hate every false and wicked way, 
and anxiously to engage in the duties 
of new obedience. God having gra- 











of the most high God. And lastly, ciouslyshinedinto their souls,to give 
this knowledge is generally accom- themthe light ofthe knowledge ofthe 
panied, not only with some convic- glory Godin the face of Jesus Christ, 
tion and sorrow for sin, but also, they are hereby changed from glory 
with a considerable degree of refor- to glory, even as by the spirit of the 
mation in the outward walk and Lord. This knowledge is always 
conversation in the world. This accompanied witha true and saving 
is the kind of knowledge that was faith ; a faith of Gou’s own opera- 
possessed by the persons here spo- tion in the soul. And persons pos- 
ken of, through which they were sessing this knowledge, cannot 
induced fora while “to escape from therefore remain in a siate of irre- 
the pollutions of the world.” And generation—they are savingly con 
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verted, they persevere in holiness, 
they die inthe Lord. Bat, 

Ii. Besides their attainments in 
knowledge, these persons had also 
made considerable progress in re- 
formation. They are said to have 
‘‘escaped the pollutions of the 
world.” And in the 21st verse it is 
implied, that they had becn engaged 
in the performance of commanded 
duties—going on in the way of the 
holy commandment which had been 
delivered unto them. And this they 
did in consequence of the know!- 
edge they hadobtained, of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ: and of the 
way of righteousness exhibited to 
them in the preaching of the gos- 
pel. By their knowledge they had 
obtained a view, no doubt, of the 
necessity of holiness, in order to 
the seeing of the Lord in peace ;— 
and thus, were furnished with tem- 
porary motives, to change their 
ordinary mode of life; or, in the 
language of the Apostle, to escape 
the pollutions of the world &c. 

Here, we observe, that in every 
man by nature, there is to be found, 
not only a privation of that original 
rectitude, which once characterized 
human nature, but also, a positive 
defilement, which renders the soul 
totally unfit for God’s holy and pure 
service. This pollution or corrup- 
tion of nature, as propogated from 
Adam, consists principally in a pro- 
pence inclination, bent, or disposi- 
tion of the soul for sinning; a bab- 


itual detestation of God and holli- 
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ness; and a total impotency for per- 
forming the requisitions of God’s 
holy and righteous law. This pol- 
lution is natural and common to all 
men ;—“ For what is man that he 
should be clean? and he that is born 
of a woman that he should be right- 
eous?”? But besides this original 
impurity of nature, there are addi- 
tional impurities in the soul, arising 
froin the commission of actual trans- 
gressions. For the nature of every 
sin is such,as to pollute the soul, 
and to render it more and more unfit 
for the performance of holy duties. 
Thus, the newly born infant is not 
so impure,nor so much defiled, as 
the aged reprobate, who has spent a 
long life.in the ways of unrighteous- 
ness. Now these actual sins, which 
promote and increase the defile- 
ment of the soul, are either such as 
consist in acts of the mind, or such 
as consist in acts of the body. Of 
the former kind, are all those sins, 
which are produced and completed 
within the soul, without requiring 
the agency of the body ; such, are 
all unholy thoughts, feelings, and 
volitions. Of the latter kind, are 
all those sins, which, though pro- 
duced in the soul, are completed 
through the instrumentality of the 
body ; such, are all murders, adul- 
teries, fornications, thefts, falsewit- 
ness, blasphemy, and the like. Now 
itis evident,that the Apostle does not 
intend by “ pollutions,” that pollu- 
tion of nature, which we inherit 


from Adam:—for from this Peter 
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himself, had not yet escaped. nor is a 
complete escape fromit attainable in 
the present life. Nor does he intend 
those pollutions which arise from un- 
holy acts of the mind ; for to escape 
these,or the sins which produce them, 
is also impossible without undergoing 
a complete course of sanctification. 
Bu: he intends those pollutions which 
necessarily result from the outward 
transgressions of God’s law—from 
those transgressions that are out- 
wardly committed through the in- 
strumentality of the body. And 
hence he calls them, “ the pollu- 
tions of the world,” because con- 
tracted by those external sins that 
are committed in the world. Now, 
all that is necessary in order to es- 
cape the pollutions of the world, 
here mentioned, 1s merely to refrain 
from those external sins, by which 
they are contracted. For if, as we 
have said, every sin leaves behind 
it a stain, or pollution on the soul, 
then, by avoiding the commission of 
the sin, we escape its necessary pol- 
lution: the cause being removed, 
or shunned no effect will ensue.— 
And in consequence of this necessa- 
ry connexion between sin and its 
pollution, the apostle makes use of 
the latter term, to express both the 
cause and effect, that is, both the sin, 
and its concomitant pollution; and 
hence, in escaping the one, we ne- 
cessarily escape them both. Toes- 
cape then, the pollutions of the 
world, simply means outward refor- 
mation; not a reformation of the 
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heart, but a reformation of the life; 
or, in other words, a walking in the 
way of the holy commandment, as 
mentioned in the next verse, from 
which they afterwards turned away. 
By the “ ho!y commandment” here, 
we are to understand that system 
of precepts, which, accompanying 
the gospel, inculcate the observ- 
ance of all moral duties. The gos- 
pel being purely a system of grace, 
containing nothing but the offer and 
the»promise of mercy through Jesus 
Christ, takes no cognizance what- 
ever of the conduct of men. This, 
is the puculiar office and property 
of the law ; and, however it may 
be deprived of its power as a cov- 
enant of works, it still remains un- 
alterable as a rule of moral conduct. 
And as such, it is highly subservient 
to the gospel ; and should always 
be connected with it, in the public 
ministration of the word. This, 
was the uniform practice of the Apos- 
tles. In all their epistles we find 
the practical part of religion incul- 
cnted along with the doctrinal. And 
hence, the manner in which the ho- 
ly commandment, or system of mor- 
al practice, was delivered to these 
apostates. And according to this sys- 
tem, for a time they regulated their 
conduct. They refrained, not only 
from the more outward violations 
of God’s law, but were also found 
uniting themselves in the holy ser- 
vice of God. They might be seen, 
we suppose, reading the scriptures, 
waiting on the dispensation of the 
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word and ordinances, punctually en- 
gaging in the duties of the family 
and closet, and even making a pub- 
lic profession of their love to Jesus, 
by taking a seat with the saints at 
the table of the Lord. And were 
it not for the extreme corruption of 
the human heart, this reformation 
would at length, have terminated 
with them ina saving conversion.— 
But alas! the ways of sin are often 
found more attractive, than the ways 
of holiness; and men who have 
come very near to the kingdom of 
heaven, are, by giving way to their 
lusts, eternally excluded. 

Hence we learn what was the 
true character of these persons.— 
No intimation is given either in the 
words before us, or in the context, 
that should lead us to conclude that 
they were ever the genuine follow- 
ers of Christ. Nothing is said of 
their being the elect of God, the 
called of God, the sons of God, or 
the heirs of God. And nothing is 
said of their faith in Christ, their 
union to him, or their redemption 
by him. But such, is the uniform 
language of scripture, in describing 
the character of true believers.— 
And such, is the language used by 
the Apostle in the beginning of this 
epistle, in his salutation to the saints. 
The description he gives of them, 
is entirely different, from that given 
of the persons in the verses under 
consideration. We can only con- 
clude then, that these persons were 
such, as had forsaken their former 


religion, whether Judaism or Gen- 
tilism, and had professed the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ; that they 
were such, as had made great pro- 
ficiency in the knowledge of the 
doctrines of this holy religion— 
such, as had received the word 
with joy, and had felt a sort of wil- 
lingness to become the disciples of 
Jesus ; had had their hearts warm- 
ed with zeal in the cause of the 
truth which they had espoused, and 
would probably have persecuted 
any, that would have openly avow- 
ed hostility to their newly professed 
religion ; and, that they were such 
persons, as had advanced far in re- 
forming their former habits of life, 
had forsaken in a measure, the sins 
of the world, had engaged in the 
duties of religion, and had madea 
respectable appearance in the 
church of God. Nevertheless, they 
were still unregenerated, and stood 
exposed to the storms of sin and sa- 
tan ; their foundation was still on 
the sand ; and as the event proved, 
they were swept away by the floods 
of their own heart’s lusts. 
(To be continued.) 
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DETACHED SENTENCES. 


Christianity is the highest per- 
fection of humanity. Our comfort, 
our honour, and our happiness, will 
be in proportion to our attainments 
in it. He who opposes the spread, 
and prevents thesuccess of the gos- 
pel, is anenemy to mankind. Up- 
on him the crimes which ignorance 
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produces are chargeable ; as to one 
who destroysa light house, the ca- 
Jamities of shipwreck are imputa- 
ble. ‘* Woe unto you, lawyers, for 
ye have taken away the key of knowl- 
edge ; ye entered not in yourselves, 
and them that were entering in, ye 
hindered. 


The grace of God molifies the 
heart, sweetens the temper, polish- 
es the manners, dignifies the char- 
acter, and beautifies the conversa- 
tion more efficaciously than all the 
fine arts of the world. Christianity 
promotes civility, and civility, re- 
commends Christianity. In Paul 
we discern the understanding of a 


man, the candour of a christian, the 
intrepidity of a hero, and the breed- 
ing of a courtier, “I am not mad, 
most noble Festus ; bat speak forth 
the words of truth and soberness.” 

Ina disputation between a Jew 
and a Christian about Jesus being 
the promised Messiah, the Christian 
argued soconvincingly from Daniels 
prophecy of Seventy Weeks, that 
the learned Rabbi, unable to resist 
the force of the argument, put an 
end tothe debate, by saying, Let us 
shut up our Bibles, for if we pro- 
ceed in the examination of this pre- 
diction, it will make us all become 
Christians. How forcible are right 
words ? 
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JBWISH WEDDING. 


Mr. Fisk, gives the following account of 
a Jewish Wedding at Cairo, at which he 
was present. 


The gentlemen assembled in a 
large apartment, in reality the court, 
but now used as a parlour. We 
were seated ona Divan at one endof 
the court,where the ceremony was 
to be performed. Near us stood a 


large wax candle, and from the ceil- (R 


ing were suspended seven chande- 
liers. Some of the candles were 
burning, though it was not dark.— 
All-the Orientals have a great fond- 
ness for burning lamps and candles 
in their places of worship, and on all 
religious occasions. At the oppo- 
site end of the court was a kind of 
gallery, where the bride was making 
preparation for the ceremony, and 
in front of which hung stripes of 
different coloured paper, red, pale 


red, and yellow, some of them coy- 
ered with gold leaf. Now and then 
the bride showed herself through 
the lattice of wooden net-work, 
which stood in front of the gallery. 
It reminded us of Solomon’s Song, 
2, 9. ** My beloved is like a roe, or 
a young heart; behold he standeth 
behind our wall, he looketh forth 
at the windows, showing himself 
through the lattice.” 

About 5 o’clock the High Priest, 
abbi Mercado,) and five other 
Rabbins came in, and took their seats 
on the Divan, and the service soon 
commenced. First, the clerk and 
people repeated in Hebrew the eigh- 
teen benedictions of the name of 
God. Then the High Priest arose, 
and said, “ Blessed are, they who 
dwell in thy house ; they shall praise 
thee forever.”” The people respond- 
ed, “ Blessed people, whose God is 
the Lord.”’ After this, the evening 
prayer was said, in which the name. 
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of God occurs eighteen times.— 
Each time this name was repeated 
the Rabbies shook and trembled.— 
After this prayer the nuptial torch 
was lighted. It was a lage wax can- 
dle, dividing itself into nine branch- 
es, all of which were burning. This 
was carried up to the gallery of the 
ladies, where the bride was waiting, 
the bridegroem being all the time 
among the gentlemen below. Boys 
then began to beat on cymbals and 
the bride was conducted downstairs, 
covered with a long white veil, pre- 
ceded by three women with cymbals, 
and led by two others. Several wo- 
men also followed her, one of whom 
occasionally uttered a hideous shriek 
which we at first supposed a shriek 
of distress, but were afterwards told 
it was an expression of joy. The 
whole court now rung with cries, 
shouts, and the noise of the cymbals. 
The bride being led to the Divan, 
the bridegroom took his place by her 
side, and both continued standing, 
while Rabbi Mercado, accompani- 
ed by the people, repeated the 46th 
Psalm. “My heart is inditing a 
good matter, &c.”” The Rabbi then 
took a cup of wine, and said, “ Bles- 
sed art thou, O Lord our God, King 
of the world, who hast created the 
fruit of the vine.”’ The people re- 
sponded, “ Blessed be he, and bles- 
sed be his name.”—Rabbi. “ Bles- 
sed be thou, O Lord, who sanctifiest 
thy people by wedding and by mar- 
riage.” People. “ Blessed be he, 
and blessed be his name.”’ 

One of the Rabbies then took a 
ring and put it on the finger of the 
bridegroom, and then on the finger 
of the bride, and then gave it to the 
bridegroom, who placed it on the fin- 
ger of his bride, saying, “ Verily 
thou art espoused to me by this ring, 
according to the law of Moses and 
of Israel.” A large shaw! was then 


thrown over the new married couple 
and the Rabbi, twice giving them 
wine to drink, said, “ Blessed art 
thou O Lord our God, King of the 
wold, who hast created all things for 
thy glory. Blessed art thou, O Lord 
our God, King of the world, who 
hast created man in thy likeness, 
and hast prepared for him and from 
him a house for ever and ever.””— 
At the end of each sentence the peo- 
ple responded; * Blessed be he, and 
blessed be his name.” Rabbi.— 
“ Rejoice, shout and be merry, thou 
barren, ‘Thou wilt soon gather thy 
children about thee in joy. Blessed 
art thou, O Lord, thou that makest 
joyful Zion’schildren. Thou makest 
joyful with joy a lovely pair, as thou 
didst tnake joyful thy creature ac- 
cording to thy image in the garden 
of Eden of old. Blessed art thou 
O Lord, who rejoicest bridegroom 
and bride! Blessed art thou, O 
Lord our God, King of the world, 
who hast created rejoicing and joy, 
and also bridegroom and bride.— 
The voice of love and affection, 
cordiality, peace and friendship, 
shall be speedily heard in the cities 
of Judah and in the streets of Jeru- 
salem ;-—the voice of rejoicing and 
the voice of joy ;—the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the 
bride ;—the voice of shouting, and 
of wedding days, and of marriage, 
and of feasting days, and the voice 
of the music of the youth. Blessed 
art thou, O Lord, who makest joy- 
ful the bridegroom with the bride, 
and makest them prosper.” 

After this the bridegroom took the 
cup of wine and tasted it, and then 
gave it to his spouse. Both of them 
continued standing during the whole 
service. Then the Rabbi said; 
“ Praise the Lord, for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. Joys shall increase 
in Israel, and joys shall flee away, 
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and it shall be for a good sign.” As 
the Jews present offered their con- 
gratulations tothe bridegroom they 
said, “A good sign.”” ‘The nuptial 
torch was then extinguished, but im- 
mediately lighted again, and the 
bride was reconducted to her cham- 
ber by the women with the sound of 
cymbals. 

While the Rabbies were perform- 
ing the service, some of the people 
attended to it with great appearance 
of devotion, but others were taik- 
ing, laughing, and walking about the 
room. The Rabbies went through 
the service in the hurried, indistinct 
mauner, which seems to pervade all 
religious services in the East. 
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PERSECUTION AT DAMASCUS. 


It appears from a letter written by 
the Rev. W. B. Lewis, dated, Bey- 
rout, November Ist, 1823, that the 
Turks have commenced their out- 
rages, against both Jews and Chris- 
tians. Raphael Farkhi, the man who 
held in that Pachalic the high office 
of prime minister, and also that of 
High Priest, and upwards of twenty 
of the principal Jews had been 
thrown into prison. On hearing this 
the Turks began to shout, and said, 
smiling, “grace tothe Lord; a curse 
over Raphael Farkhi, their Hakam; 
a curse over all the Jews, their fa- 
thers, mothers, grandfathers, and 
grandmothers, their children, and 
their children’s children.” ‘“ The 
consternation excited among the 
Jews at Damascus, will spread over 
all the Jews in Palestine; for Fark- 
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hi was their strong hold, and their 
protection. Whena Jew at Jeru- 
salem was oppressed by a Turk, he 
applied to Farkhi, who procured for 
him immediate satisfaction.” The 
writer adds, “ It was an awful sight, 
to see weeping women, crying chil- 
dren, old men trembling and pray- 
ing, in short, I felt what it is to see 
a whole congregation in_ silent 
mourning and sorrow. The men 
did not dare to express the sorrow of 
their hearts, lest it might cost them 
their heads, but still it was greatly 
and visibly manifested.” 

It appears also, that the fanatics of 
Damascus, are now much incensed 
against Christians. Mr. Wolff, the 
associate of Mr. Lewis, on entering 
Damascus, was compelled to get off 
his ass, and run after it on foot.— 
Itis more than probable that an 
effusion of blood will ensue. For 
it would seem that the intercourse 
of the Turks with civilized nations, 
instead of taming their ferocity, 
has, if possible, added to it. 


I 


ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Thursday, the American Bible So- 
ciety celebrated their eighth anniversary 
atthe City Hotelin Broadway. General 
Matthew Clarkson, one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents of the Society, took the chair, and 
the meeting was opened precisely at 10 
o’clock. The exercises commenced with 
the reading of the 65th chapter of Isaiah, 
by the Rev. John Armstrong, late chap- 
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iain of the British settlement at ‘iondu 
ras. 

The President of the Society, the Hon. 
John Jay, being unable from age and in- 
firm ty to be present, an address prepared 
by him for the occasion, was read by the 
Rev. James Milnor, D. D. the Society’s 
Secretary for foreign correspondence. 


Letters from the Hon. Bushrod Wash- 
ington, John Quincy Adams, Andrew 
Kirkpatrick, Charles Goldsborough, \ il- 
liam Phillips, David L. Morrill, Francis 
S. Key, Joseph, and Smith Thompson. 
Vice Presidents of the Society apologiz- 
ing for their absence at the anniversary, 
were thenread ; after which William W. 
Woolsey, Esq. Treasurer of the « ociety, 
exhibited his annual report of the State of 
the treasury. By this document it appears 
the receipts for the eighth year have been 
$42,416 95 cents. 

Last year the receipts, exclusive of sub- 
scriptions to the Depository, amounted to 
D36, i36. 

From the annual Report of the Society, 
which was read by the Rev. Dr. Wood- 
hull, it appears that during the last year, 
there have been printed at the Society’s 
depository, 14,000 Bibles, and 42,875 Tes- 
taments ; in all 76,875 
Bibles and Testaments in foreign 

languages, received from the 

British and Foreign Bible Soci- 

ety, 350 
German Testaments purchased, 350 
Printed by Kentucky Bible Soci- 

ety from plates belonging to the 

American Bible Society, 2,000 





Making in the whole, 79,575 
Which added to $23,777 
the number mentioned in the last report, 
makes a grand total of four hundred and 
three thousand three hundred and fifty-twe 
Bibles and Testaments, or parts of the lat- 
ter, printed from the stereotype plates of 
the society, or otherwise obtained for cir- 


culation, during the eight years of the So- 
ciety’s existence. 


There have been issued from the Socie- 
ty’s depository during the past year, 





Bibles 31,590 
Testaments 28,849 
60,439 


which added to 248,623 issued 
during the seven preceding years make a 
total of three hundred and nine thousand 
and sixty-two \‘ibles and Testaments, and 
parts of the latter, issued by the American 
Bible Society since its establishment. 

There have been added forty-four new 
auxiliaries during the past year, making 
the whole number four hundred and four. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments 
which have been issued gratuitously, to 
auxiliary societies, is 14,729, and the value 
of them D8, 26. 23. 

‘* The Society have realized all the ad- 
vantages which they expected from the 
building erected for the transaction of their 
mechanical and other business operations ; 
the debt incurred by the managers for that 
purpose is in a course of liquidation, and 
in a few years -will be extinguished, with- 
out diverting any portion of the ordinary 
funds of the Society from their destined 
objects. 

Very considerable and valuable addi- 
tions have been made by the liberality of 
Bible Societies abroad, and individuals in 
the United States to the Biblical library. 

A set of stereotype plates has been pro- 
cured during the past year for a Testament 
of a large size, and another is partly com- 
pleted for the Bible in the Spanish lan- 
guage.” 

After finishing the reading of the Re- 
port, the following resolutions were unan- 
imously adopted, viz : 

Gn motion of the Rev. President Day, 
of Yale College, Coan. seconded by the 
Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer. 

1. Resolved, That the report of the 
Managers, now read, be adopted and prin- 
ted under their direction. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Peters, of 
Bennington, Vermont, seconded by the 


Rer. Mr. Cone, of the Baptist Church, N, 
York— 


a mae +o 











72 


2. Resolved, That the thanks of the So- 
ciety be given to the Board of Managers, 
for their services during the past year. 

On motion of Col. Kichard Varick, se- 
conded by T. Dwight, Esq.— 

3. Resolved, That this Society feel the 
sincerest gratitude to the President for the 
address with which he has favoured them 
on the present occasion, and for the im- 
portant benefits which the institution has 
received from the exertions and talents, 
and. the influence of his example. 

On motion of Thos. Eddy, of the Society 
of Friends in New Yorls, seconded by the 
Rev. Dr. M’Murray, of the Dutch Church 
in New-York— 

4. Resolved, That the thanks of the 
Society be given to the Vice-Presidents 
for the continuance of their patronage and 
support. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Nichols, of 
the Episcopal Chureh Bedford, N. Y. se- 
conded by Mr. S. K. Tallmadge, of Nassau 
Hall, N. J. 

5. Resolved, That the thanks of the So- 
ciety be given to the secretaries and treas- 
urer for the important services gratuitous- 
ly rendered to the Society. 

On motion of Major-General Gaines, of 
the United States Army, seconded by the 
Rev. Dr. Rice, of the Presbyterian church, 
Virginia— 

6. Resolved, Thatthe thanks of the So- 
ciety be given to teir auxiliaries, for their 
contributions to the treasury, and for the 
other important services they have render- 
ed to the Socicty. 

On motion of the Rev Mr. Brown, of 
the Methodist Church, N. York, seconded 
by Dr. David Hosack— 

7. Resolved, That this Society offer their 
cordial. congratulations to all the kindred 
Societies throughout the world, and par- 
ticularly to the parent institution, the tirit- 
ish and Poreign Bible Society, on the con- 
tinued prosperity and rapid progress of 
the great cause in which they are severally 
e ed. 

On motion of the Hon. David Daggett, 
of New-Haven, Conn. seconded by Alex- 
ander Jones, Esq. of Rhode-Island— 

8. Resolved, That the Society, with un- 
feigned gratitude to Almighty God, and 
with humble yet confident reliance on His 
blessing, fee] themselves under the strong- 
est obli tiogs to persevere with increased 
zeal and dillpence in the prosecution of 
their labours. 


In support of the resolutions, addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. President Day, 
the Rev. Mr. Peters, the Rev. Mr. Cone, 
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Mr. S. K. Tallmadge, Major General 
Gaines, the Rev. Dr. Rice, the Rev. Mr. 
Brown, and the Hon. David Daggett ; and 
in acknowledgment of the vote of thanks to 
the secretaries and treasurer, by the Rev. 
Dr. Milnor. 

Among the distinguished strangers pres- 
enton this interesting occasion were his 
Excellency Governor Yates, the Honoura- 
ble De Witt Clinton, one of the Vice Pre- 
sidents of the Society, the Chief Justice 
and the Associate Justices of the Supreme 
Court of the State, and Major General 
Gaines of the United States Army. The 
number of persons from abroad was greater 
than at any preceding anniversary.— J. Y. 
Observer . 





Hon. De Wirr Cuinton’s ApprReEss 


To the Presbyterian Education Society, 
May 13, 1824. 


In consequence of the resignation 
of the worthy and respectable Presi- 
dent of this institution, | have been 
honoured with an invitation to act in 
his place. And in acceding to this re- 
quest, I have felt all the respunsibility 
attached to the occasion, and all the 
solicitude connected with the impor- 
tant duties which we are assembled to 
periorm. 

It is certainly a work of superero- 
gation to expatiate on the high interests 
which are blended with the prosperity 
of this institution. The solemnities of 
the Jewish Ritual have given way to 
the mild administrations of Christiani- 
ty, and the establishment of the cross 
has destroyed the sanguinary pre- 
scriptions of the heathen mythology. 
With this change of the character of 
religion, the offices and functions of 
its ministers have received a corres- 
pondent improvement; and instead 
of the Priest, presenting victims at the 
altar to propitiate the fabulous deities 
of superstition ; the Christian divine 
offers up prayers to the Almighty 
Father of the. Universe, expounds the 
revelation of heaven, administers the 























































solamn ordinances of religion, and ex- 
erts all the powers of his mind to in- 
culcate the observance of morality. 

The experience of mankind evinces 
that religion is essential to cement so- 
ciety and to promote good govern- 
ment: and in reference to a future 
state, it determines our destinies for 
ever. The influence of religion must 
be co-extensive with the number and 
the character of its ministers. An 
able and pious clergy will produce a 
moral and religious people. And in 
proportion to a deficiency in the num- 
ber and a failure in the qualifications 
of the ministers, in that ratio will the 
morals of the people be affected and the 
interest of the community impaired. 

In this state, the functionaries of re- 
ligion are constitutionally interdicted 
from office, and in most of the states 
they are practically proscribed. And 
it is well known that the emoluments 
of the sacradotal office furnish no al- 
lurements to cupidity. The sons of 
the great and the powerful, of the 
opulent and the ambitious will seek the 
road to civil distinction or wealth 
through other professions ; and it thus 
unfortunately happens that those most 
able to bestow the blessings of educa- 
tion on their children, are not the 
most willing that they should devote 
themselves to the ministrations of reli- 
gion. The defect must be supplied, 
this evil must be remedied by gratuit- 
ous education. And with this view in- 
stitutions like the present, which cher- 
ish merit without any regard to the 
factitious distinctions of society ; which 
rescue poverty from privation, and 
elevate humility above depression, and 
which appreciate talent and virtue in 
the abstract without any connexion 
with the endowments of fortune or 
political distinction, are calculated to 
enlist in the cause of religion, men of 
gigantic minds and wonderful energy. 
In. the dark abodes of poverty, and in 
the sequestered shades of obscurity, 
genius often exhibits its powers, and 
the virtues of a saint and a martyr are 
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frequently cherished with holy en- 
thusiasm. Cultivation and patronage 
must unite in drawing forth these latent 
and dormant energies, and in enlisting 
them in the service of mankind. 

It is in vain to contend that the 
functions of a Christian minister can be 
successfully performed without edu- 
cation. The apostles of Christ were, 
at first, men without the benefits of 
literature, but they were armed with 
the gift of tongues, the power of mira- 
cles and the visitations of the Holy 
Ghost. But besides these preternat- 
ural endowments, all the learning and 
philosophy of the ancients were united 
in St Paul, who was called into the 
Christian church by a mysterious in- 
terposition. His writings display the 
most powerful talent, and he has 
even condescended to refer to some of 
the great classical authors of antiquity. 
His eloquence was of Demosthenian 
energy ; and to his intellectual culti- 
vation must be ascribed, to a certain 
extent, the vast consequences that re- 
sulted from his labours in the cause of 
Christianity. 

An able divine ought to understand 
the original languages in which the 
inspired writers promulgated our re- 
ligion. And it wonld be well if he 
extended his acqusitions to the other 
radical languages of the eastern hemis- 
phere. His acquaintance with litera- 
ture and science ought to be extensive 
and profound : and he should be deep- 
ly read in moral philosophy, meta- 
physics, and theology. He shouldalso 
be master of all the points of polemic 
discussion, and be prepared not only 
to defend Christianity against the as- 
saults of scepticism and infidelity, but 
to vindicate his particular creed against 
the objections of opposingsects. In or- 
der to attain this intellectual eminence, 
so becoming an ambassador of heav- 
en and a minister of the Most High 
God, he must pass through all the 
seminaries of education, from the ru- 
dimental school to the university, and 
devote year after year to the attain- 
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ment of pulpit eloquence and acquisi- 
tion of theological knowledge. 

How are these great blessings to be 
acquired ? By the union of the friends 
of religion in the education of a Chris- 
tian ministry—by inducing our youth 
to devote themselves to the altars of 
God—and by dispensing the benefits 
of gratuitous instruction to the favour- 
ites of piety and genius, wherever to 
be found. And let it be understood 
that the interests of good government 
as well as of religion, are seriously 
affected by the want of religious in- 
structors. Thousands of places are 
now destitute of Christian ministers : 
and the evils are felt not only in relie 
gious privations but in the prevalence 
of practices incompatible with the pub- 
lic welfare. Wherever a good and 
able divine is settled. he will acquire 
the love, the confidence, and the res- 
spect of his congregation. His influ- 
ence will be felt in all their conduct, 
and a commerce of benefit and grati- 
tude will be established, which will 
reach the sources of the noblest vir- 
tues and exercise the most powerful 
control over the whole field of human 
action. 

The aspect of the world is replete 
with wonderful indications. Within 
the memory and observation of many 
of us, the most extraordinary events, 
from the American revolution to the 
present period have occurred. A 
new power, unknown to the ancients, 
has risen up to direct the energies and 
to superintend the destinies of man- 
kind. Its authority is unlimited, its 
progress irresistible, and its force 
irrepressible. It derives its existence 
from the lights of Christianity, the in- 
vention of printing, and the diffusion 
ofeducation. It governs the monarch 
on the throne, as well as the peasant in 
the cottage. Need | say —the power of 
public opinion—which influences all 
the operations and is felt in all the 
ramifications of society. 

This power, in order to be benefi- 
cial, ought to be predicated on just and 
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proper grounds. it ought to be digecs 
ted by piety and knowledge. Mon - 
itorial education, Sunday schools and 
Bibie societies are the great levers 
which must raise public opinion to its 
proper elevation: and when rein~ 
forced and impelled into activity, by 
the ministratious of a virtuous and en- 
lightened clergy, then the cause of 
liberty, order, and good government 
will be established on afirm basis, and 
the prospects of biessedness in another 
and a better world, will brighten the 
gloom of seclusion, alleviate the bur- 
den of affliction, and solace the hour of 
death. 

Such are the objects and such the 
tendencies oi this institution ; and re- 
commended as it is byall the considera- 
tions, which ought to operate on the 
man, the patriot, and the Christian, I 
feel happy on this occasion to offer 
my humble mite for its support, and 
to raise my feeble voice in its favor. 


oe 


Extract from a speech of the Rev. Mr. 
Cone, of N. Y. before the American 
Bible Society. 


There is one book in the world, and 
but one book, which claims the God of 
heaven for its author. The bold cav- 
ils of Infidels, the severe scrutiny of 
critics, and the hearty investigaton of 
serious inquirers, have resulted in the 
assured conviction of its divine authen- 
ticity. The age of Voltaire and Hume, 
of Gibbon and Paine, has passed away 
as a morning cloud, and as the early 
dew. The opposers of the Buble 
have deserted the field of open and 
manly argument ; and the genuineness 
and inspiration of the Holy Scriptures 
have been so clearly and irrefragably 
demonstrated, that we may with pro- 
priety reason from them, as from self- 
evident principles of truth. 

An acquaintance with a covenant 
God in Christ Jesus, whom to know is 
life eternal, is unquestionably the most 
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honourable and felicitous of allhuman gether. In that day, the deaf shall 


attainments ; and to be zealously en- 
gaged, therefore, in the distribution of 
that sacred volume by which life and 
im nortality are brought to light, is a 
necessary and proper manifestation of 
our dsire to promote the declarative 
glory of the Redeemer, in connexion 
with the best interests of our fellow— 
men. 

Is it true—is it indeed true—that 
there is but one Name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must 
be saved? VU! then what heart-thrill- 
ing rapture ought to swell the besoms 
of those highly favoured individuals, 
whose time, and talents, and substance, 
and persevering labours, are all tend- 
ing to spread the savour of that name 
to earth’s remotest shores! Mr, Pres- 
ident, this is our magnificient destiny ; 
this, our illutrious avocation ; this, the 
grand object contemplated bythe Amer- 
ican Bible Society at its formation, and 
towards the accomplishment of which, 
the subsequent exertions of the Board 
of Managers have been uniformly di- 
rected. 

T hat we have difficulties to encoun- 
ter ; difficulties arising from the fear- 
ful influence of the prince of the pow- 
er of the air; from popular ignorance 
and prejudice ; from the baleful ef- 
fects of idolatry and superstition ; and, 
as your report suggests, though Jast, 
not least, from the negligence and ap- 
athy of professed friends; need nei- 
ther be denied nor concealed. What 
then! shall these things move us from 
the path of duty? God forbid! for 
that path has been made plain to our 
feet ; and the sure word of prophesy, 
to which we shall do well if we take 
heed, furnishes ample encouragement 
to walk therein with accelerated and 
undeviating step. He whois nota man 
that he should lie, nor the son of man 
that he should repent, hath declared 
that in every place, incense shall be of- 
fered unto his name, and a pure offer- 
ing. The glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it to- 


hear the words of the Book, and the 
eyes of the blind shall see out of ob- 
scurity. All the ends of the earth 
shall remember and turn unto the 
Lord ; and it shall come to pass that 
the moutain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established on the top of the moun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations shall flow unto it. 
Blessed, for ever blessed, be the nime 
of our God, who hath not left us in 
this important matter, to build our 
hopes of success upon hypothetical 
calculations, which might ultimately 
deceive and betray. Let then him 
that hath ears to hear, hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the Churches :— 
‘** The kingdoms of this world have be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ, and he shall reign for ev- 
er and ever.” Blissful period! glo- 
rious era! The moral atmosphere of 
our guilty and miserable world is pu- 
rified frem all its abominations—from 
all its plagues. 


‘*The breath of heaven hath chas’d 
them ; in the heart 

No passion touches a discordant string, 

But all is harmony and love ! 

One song employs all nations, and all cry, 

Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us! 

The dwellers in the vales. and on the rocks, 

Shout to each other; and the mountain 
tops 

From distant regions catch the flying joy, 

’Till nation after nation taught the strain, 

Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.” 


It is said—and does it operate as a 
discouragement upon any of our minds, 
that ‘‘ we shall not dwell upon the 
earth during the millennial reign of the 
Messiah ?”” Why, Sir, the mere anti- 
cipation of those halcyon days should 
animate us with holy joy,and strength- 
en us witb invincible fortitude. It was 
not the privilege of David to build the 
temple of the Lord: butto gather to- 
gether materials for the splendid edi- 
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fice, was his honourable and delightful 
employ. What though we may not see 
the walls of Zion extending from the 
river to the ends of the earth, isit 
nothing to behold her already enlar- 
ging the place of her tent, and stretch- 
ing forth the curtains of her habita- 
tion? It was not the pleasure of Je- 
hovah, that the sword should depart 
from the house of Israel’s king while 
he lived, yet his wars were indispens- 
ably necessary, and preparatory to the 
peaceful reign of Solomon. 

If it be not our lot to hear the shout 
of victory bursting from the marshel- 
led host of Jesus, at the decisive battle 


of Armageddon, in that great day of on the lofty, rugged, and rocky moun- 


God Almighty, when the Lord shall 
come out of his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their ini- 
quity ; yet enlisted under the banners 
of the great Captain of Salvation, and 
knowing that the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty, through 
God, to the pulling down of strong 
holds, every nerve should be exerted, 
and every heart beat with all a sdl- 
dier’s ardour, while engaged in those 
Church militant operations which are 
introductory to that interesting epoch 
when the dragon and his followers 
shall sink beneath the all-conquering 
arm of Michael and his angels. 

Nov are we cheered alone by pro- 
phetic vision ; or by the exceeding 
great and precious promises with which 
the Holy Book abounds ; our souls 
are quickened, and our hands strength- 
ened by actual and extensive success. 
Copies of the Bible have been greatly 
multiplied and widely circulated ; and 
many of our immortal fellow beings, 
looking into the precious volume, and 
with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image, from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.— 
‘The American wilderness and solitary 
places are glad for them, and the de- 
sert begins to rejoice and blossom as 


the rose. 
« 


% * * * * 
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But, sir, | have done. The age and 
experience and talents all around me, 
cry, ‘Say no more’’—the claims of 
the occasion, and the feelings of my 
full heart, would not allow me to say 
less. 


From the Northampton Oracle. 


Mount Lebanon, Palace, of the Emir, 
Beshir, July 17, 1823. 


DEAR SIR, 
I slept last night for the first time 


tains of Lebanon. We came yester- 
day from Beyrout to this place, riding 
ten hours on asses, across high and 
precipitous elevations and deep stony 
vallies. We came here to visit the 
Emir Beshir, the prince of the Druses 
and Christians who inhabit these moun - 
tains. He is almost a king, though he 
is subject to the Grand Seignor ; and 
also under the Pacha of Acre. The 
office is hereditary in his family.— 
They were formerly Mahomedans, 
but they have embraced Christianity, 
though they still keep up the appear- 
ance of Mussulmans when among the 
Turks. We have had an interview 
with him to-day, and he has given us 
a letter to visit the different places in 
the mountains, and reside to learn Ara- 
bic wherever we please. We intend 
to spend the summer in these parts. 
Mr. King is with me, and we occupy a 
room in the palace of the prince, who 
has sent us word, since we saw him, 
that we are at liberty to remain in his 
palace, if the place suits us, for ten 
or fifteen days, or as long as we like. 
The palace is an immense stone build- 
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ing, containing yards, houses, &c.— 
Here the prince resides, with a great 
retinue of soldiers and servants. It 
stands on a high hill, by the side of 
one of the deepest vallies I ever saw. 
When you stand in the valley, the 
mountains seem to rise on both sides 
almost to the clouds ; and whea you 
stand on the hill, on either side, and 
look downward, the valley presents a 
frightful precipice. There is but lit- 
tle earth on the rocks, of which the 
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Turks here, and in. most of the villages 
none at all, the people enjoy a great 
degree of liberty. The men are stout 
aad active, and more civilized than in 
other parts of Turkey. | 

We anticipate the time when they 
will be instructed in true Christianity ; 
and if it should please God to pour out 
his Holy Spirit upon them, they will 
then be a happy people. Pray, dear 
sir, that this may take place soon, 
and that a blessing may attend the 


mountains are composed yet much of feeble efforts of your unworthy, but 


the ground is cultivated, and you see 
a great variety of gardens and fruitful 
spots, and a multitude of olive fig-irees, 
also mulberry trees, which are culti- 
vated for the support of silk worms. 
It is wonderful what labor is bestowed 
on some of the mountain sides to fit 
them for cultivation. Stone walls are 
built at short distances from each oth- 
er, parallel with the base of the 
mountain, and the earth is scraped into 
the hollows until it is level with the top 
of the wall, on which are planted trees, 
shrubs, and vegetable ; and in this 
manner the mountains are formed into 
offsets or steps. 

The greater part of the inhabitants 
of the mountains are Maronite Chris- 
tians. A large proportion, however, 
are Druses—there are very few Mus- 
sulmans. Travelling is very tedious, 
on account of the badness of the roads; 
no pains are taken to make them good, 
and large rocks and loose stones ren- 
der it in many places almost impossible 
to ride. The mountains are not cov- 
ered with forest, as in America, and 
you see only a few small pine trees 
here and there. There being very few 


affectionate servant, 
PLINY FISK. 


Constitution of the Theological Sem- 
mary of the South, adopted by 
the Prestijtery of South Carolina, 
April, 3, 1824. 


Articte 1. This Institution shall 
be called the Classical, Scientific 
and Theological Seminary of the 
South; and shall be located in the 
District of Pendicton, South Caro- 
lina. 


2. The members of the Presby- 
tery of South Carolina shall be, ex- 
officio, a Board of Trustees and 
shall meet semianually or oftener if 
necessary. 


3. The officers of the Board shall 
be a President, Vice-President, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer, to be elected 
annually. 


4. The Treasurer shall be sub- 
ject to the order of the Board, and 
shall report to them semiannually 
the state of the funds. 

5. It shall be the duty of the 
Borad to select a site for the Semi- 
nary; have the necessary buildings 
erected; form laws for the regula- 
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tion of the Institution ; prescribe interest only of which shall be ap- 
the course of study, elect the Pro- propriated. 
fe-sors and Tutors, fix their salaries, 
re ulate the price of tuition, pro- 
cure the philosophical apparatus, 
select books for the library, and 
manage all the concerns of the Sem- 
inary. Resolved, hel if any rope 
6. No student shall be admitted °" *°ciety shall contribute, in 1 
to the classical and scientific de- _ of theca. years,:-the aatyel 
partments of this Institutiou, unless piste thousand dollars for the ~ 
he: pidlluhes's cértificate of good dowment of a Professorship in this 
moral character ; nor shall any stu- Preven ay 4 ~~ E pteathoe ett 
dent be admitted to the theological mer te ‘ad mal A ‘encidie. 
department, urless he he hopefully |. ers. y 
pious; of these qualifications the “° 
faculty shall judge. Resolved, That Brother Richard 


7. The advantages of this Insti- B. Carter, be appointed a special 
fution shall be open to all denomi- agent to solicit in the lower coun- 
nations. ties, contributions for this Semina- 


ry, and that his pulpit be supplied 
8. The Faculty shall have the during his absence. 


Resolved, That as soonas the per- 
manent fund shall have amounted to 
fifteen thousand dollars, the Institu- 
tion shall go into operation. 


the power of suspension and expul- HENRY REID, Sec’ry. 
sion; but the suspended or expelled , ade 
student shall have the privilege of — 


appealing to the Board, at any regu- 


lar meeting of the same. ORDINATION. 


9. The Professsor of Didactic I[nthis city, on the 19th ult. Mr. 
Theology shall be the Principal of James Martin, was ordained to the 


this Institution, and previous to his office of the ministry, by the Asso- 
inauguration, shall solemnly pledge 


himself to the Board not to teach ciate Presbytery of Cambridge ; and 
any doctrines contrary to those con- installed Pastor of the associate con- 
tained in the confession of faith of gregation in this place. Officiating 


the Presbyterian church. clergy; Rev. Dr. Shaw, Albany ; 


19. This constitution shall not Rev. Mr. Goodwillie, Barnet, Vt. Rev, 
be altered without the consent of Mr. Whyte, Argyle; Rev. Mr. Miller, 
two thirds of the Board; notice Putnam; Rev. Mr. A. Bullions, Cam- 
thereof having been given at least bridge ; Rev. Mr. P. Bullions, Ar- 


six months previous. gyle ; Rev. Mr. Campbell, Florida ; 
Resolved, That it shall be the du- Rev, Mr. Ferrier, Rygate, Vt. Rev. 


ty of the members of the Presbyt- Mr. Beveridge, Cambridge. The or- 
ery to solicit subscriptions, payable 


in three annual instalments, for the 
pursose of forming a permanent fund Rev. Mr. Campbell, wn Cel. 1. 28. 
for the benefit of the Seminary, the The charges to the minister and con- 





dination sermon was preached by the 
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gregation, were given by the Rev. Dr. 
Shaw. 

It is with pleasure we inform our 
readers, that we shall be enabled to 
lay before them these charges, in full, 
or in part, in our next number. 


-_----— 


SUMMARY. 


Late accounts from the Sandwich 
Islands, inform us that the Missionaries 
at that place, were about putting to 
press an edition of Hymns, in the lan- 
guage of the natives ; also, soon, a 
tract and catechism. 


The Treasurer of the American . 


Tract Society, acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of $254 99, in the month of 
April. 

Palestine Mission.—lt is stated that 
several Bibles distributed among the 
people at Alexandria, by the Rev. Mr. 
Wolff, had been taken from them, by 
the Catholic priests, and it is supposed, 
burnt. 

Mission at Ceylon.—The Missiona— 
ry Herald, for May, states, that there 
are attached to that Mission, 42 
schools ; containing 1300 children, 
who daily attend them. 

The Treasurer of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Mission, acknoweldges the receipt of 
$2,143 97, from March 13 to April 
13 inclusive. 

The attempt which has been recent- 
ly made to endow a professorship of 
Biblical learning, in the theolugical 
seminary at Auburn, is likely to suc 
ceed. 

The American society for amelio- 
rating the condition of the Jews, haye 


for the present abandoned the idea of 
purchasing land, and have vested their 
funds in public stock. 

A second Presbyterian church was 
organized in the village of Utica, on 
the 6th ult. 

The honorary degree of D. D. has 
been recently conferred by the 
trustees of Washington college, on the 
Rev. John Knox, of New York, and on 
the Rev. John De Witt, Professor in 
the Theological Seminary at New— 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Edwards’ works.—S. Converse, of 
New Haven Conn. proposes publish— 
ing a new and complete edition of the 
works of the first president Edwards. 
The proposed edition will comprise all 
his published works, together with 
several volumes which have never 


yet been published. To be edited by 


the Rev. S. E. Dwight, of Boston. 
The Rev. Dr. Mason, President of 
Dickinson college Carlisle, Pa. has 
resigned the Presidency of that insti. 
tution in consequence of ill health. 


The tariff bill has passed both 
houses of Congress, and become a law. 
It is to take effect on the Ist of July 
next. 

The last accounts represent the 
affairs of Greece, as being in a pros— 
perous condition. 


Turkey.—Preparations for war are 
continuing at Constantinopie with as 
much alacrity as the state of the 
Imperial Exchequer will allow. The 
Government is absolutely resolved to 
have an army of 100,000 men on foot 
by the month of May. They are also 
busy in provisioning the fleet of the 
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Captain Pacha. The most difficult NOTICE. 

part is to complete the crews of ships Owing to the absence of the wri-. 
of the line of frigates, and tocompose ter of the article on “the Glory of 
them of experienced sailors capable of God,” published in our last, it will be 





contending with the Greeks. 


discontinued for afew numbers. 


POUTRY. 


From the National Gazette. 
EXPOSTULATION. 


Occasioned by the conduct of the Geor- 
gians towards tbe Cherokee Indians. 


Stay, yet, white man! Heaven no longer 
Can thy lust of gain endure ; 

Stay thy hand, yet, bold oppressor ! 
Crush not the defenceless poor ! 


“« Lo the Indian !”—child of sorrow ; 
Remnant of a mighty race : 

Grief is his, no ray of gladness 
Beams upon his dwelling place. 


Free as were his mountain breezes, 
Once he roam’d, the son of Kings; 

Boundless was his rude dominion, 
Where he drank his native springs. 


Wouldst thou chase him from his covert, 
Bid bim to the desert fly ? 

Wouldst thou tear him from the hill-side, 
Where his father’s ashes lie ? 


Thou hast seen upon his reason, 
Science her mild influence pour ; 

Thou hast seen the Star of Bethlehem 
Shine, where all was night before. 


Man ! of these wouldst thou despoil him ? 
Filch his Heaven—drive hope afar ? 
Yes, for sordid gold, the white man, 
- Would blot out Redemption’s Star. 


God of Justice !—though pavillion’d 
Mid the thunder—misery’s sigh 
Claims thy notice. Thou’rt-a Helper, 
When no other help is nigh ! 
Ww. B. TAPPAN. 


From the Religious Intelligencer. 


« His candle shall be put out with him.” 
JOB. xviii. 6. 


When to the cold and voiceless tomb 
The lifeless form of man descends, 


Each earth born light that cheer’d his 
gloom, 


In deep, sepulchral darkness ends. 


Perchance wild Fancy’s meteor fire 
Had kindled in his sparkling eye, 

Or maddening Anger’s transient ire, 
Or Love’s unclouded extacy, 


Or proud Ambition’s fiery glow, 
Or Lucid hope with lambent ray, 
Yet all to earth’s chill breast shall go, 
Extinct and queaoch’d in bumid clay, 


But in the bosom purg’d by heaven, 
Is sown a seed of livig flame, 


Whose radiance burns when Death has 
riven, 


The fleshy vase from whence it came :—~ 


Undimn’d it lifts its holy beam. 
When darkness o’er the eye is drawn, 
Victorious o’er the grave shall gleam, 


And greet the resurrection morn. 
H. 


PRIDE. 
Most people had rather be told 
their fortune than their faults, or 


their duty. M. Henry. 


PROSPERITY. 


It is harder to know how to abound, 
than how to beabased. Ib. 





